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The Iowa Chapter of the Block and Bridle Club 

Constitution and By-Laws 

Article I

Section I 
Name 

This organization shall be known as the Iowa State Chapter of the National Block and Bridle Club. 

Article II

Section I
Objectives

A.  To promote higher scholastic standards among students in the curriculum of Animal Science.

B. To promote all phases of Animal Science at Iowa State University and in the State of Iowa.

C. To bring about a closer relationship among those pursuing the various phases of Animal Science as a profession.

Section II
The Iowa State Chapter of the National Block and Bridle Club at Iowa State University abides by and supports established Iowa State University Policies, State and Federal Laws.

Article III

Section I 
Membership 

The membership of this organization shall include active, alumni and honorary members. 

A. Active membership in this organization shall be composed of interested graduate and undergraduate students in the Animal Science Department, the Animal Science Department Faculty, and any other interested registered student at Iowa State University, duly initiated by the Iowa State Chapter. Iowa State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, sex, marital status, disability or status as a U.S. Veteran.  Active members in good standing will be those students who have paid their dues with voting privileges as defined in Article IV, Section II of the Constitution. 

B. Alumni Members shall include all former active members who have left Iowa State University in good standing with the Club. 

C. By unanimous vote of the active members, and approval by the National Executive Council, honorary membership may be conferred of any friend of the Iowa Chapter of Block and Bridle, provided they are associated with the livestock industry. Such honorary members shall owe no fees or dues. 

D.  Candidates for Honorary Membership shall not exceed three each year.

E.  Candidates for Honorary Membership shall be nominated by the Club according to the criteria outlined in the National Block and Bridle Constitution and will be voted upon at the next meeting of the Club.

Section II
Candidates for Membership shall be assigned to attend an orientation meeting.

A. It shall be the purpose of the orientation meeting to acquaint candidates with operations and activities of the Block and Bridle Club and the Animal Science Department.

B. The orientation meeting shall occur between the first two meetings of the semester and at additional times at the discretion of the Sergeant at Arms.

Section III 
Initiation

A. In order to be eligible for initiation, candidates must meet the requirements prescribed by the Sergeant at Arms following Executive Council approval.

B. Eligible candidates will be initiated during the second meeting following commencement of the Fall Semester. Another initiation may be held during Spring Semester if sufficient interest is shown.

C. Candidates will be eligible for initiation following payment of fees.

D. Initiation fees shall be twenty dollars for all new initiates. From these fees, the appropriate National Block and Bridle dues will be paid. Transfer students who have previously paid National dues need only pay a five-dollar local membership charge.
Section IV
A member is automatically dropped from active membership during any semester of enrollment if she or he misses more than two regular club meetings. However, a written excuse approved by the Executive Council will pardon an absence.
A. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to post notice of absent members within seven days of the third absence.

B. No refund will be made to members removed from membership.

C. A reinstatement fee of five dollars will be required of all members previously removed by the Executive Council.

Section V
Voting Membership 

Voting members shall be students at Iowa State University who have attended meetings in accordance with Article III, Section III & IV. Also, eligible Block and Bridle activity advisors will be granted voting privileges in said cases. 

Article IV
Section I 
Officers 

The officers shall be selected in the following order: President, Vice-President, Senior and Junior Representatives to Agricultural Council, Secretary, Treasurer, and Sergeant at Arms. 

Section II
Election Procedure

A.  The President, Vice President, Junior Representative to Agricultural Council, Secretary, Co-Treasurers, and Sergeant at Arms, along with the Junior Faculty Advisor shall be elected by a majority vote of members present at the December meeting. The newly elected officers will take office immediately following their election.

B. Nominations for elected Club Officers and Junior Faculty Advisor shall be made by members of the Club and be left open through the time of the regular meeting proceeding election meeting.

C. Nominees must be Animal Science majors or minors with seven credits

completed towards the Animal Science Curriculum, a minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.00 and meet that minimum GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office at Iowa State University and be a Club member in good standing for at least one semester prior to being nominated.

D. In order to be in good standing with the university the students must be enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.
E. Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (C) and (D).
F. A list of members nominated for office shall be submitted to the Animal Science Department for verification prior to elections. If rejected, that office will be eligible for nominations from the floor the night of the regular election, and a Faculty Advisor will confirm or reject nominations so that the office can be filled.

E. The nominees for all offices shall have the opportunity to speak at the election meeting for up to three minutes, being timed by the Sergeant at Arms.

F. A maximum discussion of two minutes shall be allowed on behalf of each nominee, with no discussant allowed more than thirty seconds.

G. Any member who has been nominated for an office and approved may be placed in nomination for another office, provided she or he is not elected to the office for which originally nominated. Said member may be nominated during the election meeting.

H. Nominees for Agricultural Council must meet the qualifications as stated in the Agricultural Council Constitution.

I.  The Junior Agricultural Council Representative shall assume the position of Senior Agricultural Council Representative at the meeting proceeding election. If the Junior Agricultural Council Representative is unable to fulfill the position of Senior Agricultural Representative, a new Senior Agricultural Representative will be nominated and elected at that time.

J. Nominees for Junior Agriculture Representative must be active members with at least four consecutive semesters left of school.
Section IV 
Duties

A. It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings of the club and of the Executive Council and to enforce rigid observance of this Constitution and By-Laws. 

B. It shall be the duty of the Vice President to act as a Program Chair, Liaison to the Animal Science Department, be responsible for the weekly newsletters, and to assume the duties of the President in the latter’s absence.

C. It shall be the duty of the Representatives to the Agricultural Council to represent the interests and wishes of the Club, and to report back to the Club. 

D. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep the minutes of all regular Club meetings, to issue all orders and notices, and to keep a roll of active members as prescribed in the By-Laws. 

E. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive money due to the Club, to keep an accurate record of the Club finances, to collect all dues and assessments, to pay all orders authorized by the Club and approved by either the Club advisor or activity advisor and to supervise activity business managers’ monetary receipts and payments.  

F. It shall be the duty of the Sergeant at Arms to preserve order in meetings, to answer all summonses while the Club is in session, to keep the files in order, and be in charge of prospective member orientation and initiation. 

Section III  
Term

The term of office will be one full year from the end of the December meeting to the end of the next December meeting.  All officers shall comprise the Executive Committee of the organization. The Executive Committee shall meet in addition to regular organization meetings. The Executive Committee shall appoint such committees that are needed to carry out organization goals.

Section VI 
Removal and Replacement of Officers 

A. Club Officers, Interest Group Officers, and Faculty Representatives may be removed for neglect or incompetence by a 2/3 vote of the members present at meeting. 

B. Club Officers and Interest Group Officers shall be removed from office when their cumulative grade point average at Iowa State University falls below a 2.00 or when they are not a registered full time student. Under no circumstances will the removed officer be reinstated during the officer year. 

C. Nomination of Club Officers, other than the President shall be made by the Executive Council and selection will be by the vote of Club membership. In the case of the President being removed from office, the Vice President will be elevated into his/her position, and a new Vice President shall be elected. 

Article V

Section I
Organizational Procedure

In all questions of parliamentary procedure, Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the authority.

Section II 
Meetings

The Block and Bridle Club shall meet regularly once each month during the regular school year. Additional meetings may be held when deemed advisable by Executive Council. 

Section III 
Quorum 

A quorum shall consist of one-half of the active members of the Club. No business can be conducted without a quorum being present. 

Section IV 
Executive Council
The Executive Council shall consist of all the Club officers and Interest Group Chairpersons under the guidance of the Club Advisors. They shall meet at the discretion of the President to discuss routine matters of business and to enforce the constitution. Each Executive Council member shall have one vote. 

Section V
Faculty Representatives 

A.  The Faculty Advisors are the official faculty representatives. It is their duty to advise the Club when advice is needed. 

B. Two members of the Animal Science Department Faculty shall be elected to serve as Club Advisors. Advisors’ term shall be for two years and will overlap. The newly elected Advisor will be defined as First Year Advisor and in his/her second year will be defined as Second Year Advisor. In case of staff changes the following will occur: 1) in the case of Second Year Advisor leaving, the First Year Advisor will automatically become Second Year Advisor and the Club will elect a new First Year Advisor to fulfill the remainder of the former Second Year Advisor’s term, 2) in the case of the First Year Advisor leaving, the Club will elect a new First Year Advisor to fulfill the remainder of the former First Year Advisor’s term. 

C. One member of the Animal Science Department Faculty shall be elected to serve as Faculty Liaison. Liaison shall serve a term of two years with the option to be re-elected. Duties of the Liaison shall be to interact with the Department Head, Faculty and Executive Officers of National Block and Bridle. In case the Office becomes vacant, the Club shall elect a new Liaison to serve the remainder of the term 

Section VI
Interest Groups 

A.  Any group of Club members with a common interest not provided for by the regular activities of the Club might form, with the approval of the Executive Council, an Animal Science associated Interest Group. This Group, consisting of Block and Bridle members, may meet at its discretion and may use Club funds to support its activities provided the activity is within the Budget allotment. Each Interest Group shall select an advisor from faculty, staff or graduate students. Any Group so formed may disband at any time the members feel there is insufficient interest to continue. 

B.  An interest Group shall have a Chairperson and Secretary plus any other officers desired by the Group, excluding Treasurer. All financial affairs shall be managed by the Club Treasurer. 

C.  The Interest Group Presidents are to be selected by a nomination process. These nominees will be interviewed and a President for each Group will be elected by a majority vote of the Executive Council and at least one Faculty Advisor. Only the members of each respective Group are eligible for the Presidential Position’s Duties 

1. It shall be the duty of the Interest Group Chairpersons to preside at Group meetings and work with the Club Treasurer concerning financial matter of the Interest Group. 

2. It shall be the duty of the Interest Group Secretary to record the minutes of the Interest Group meetings and maintain a list of Interest Group members. 

Section VII  
Committees

All Chairs shall be selected by the application interview method prior to the second meeting of the Semester. Tenure of these positions will be for one year. Positions are open to any club member.

A.  The Yearbook Chair position will terminate upon completion of the Yearbook. The Yearbook Chair will select a photographer for the Club. This person will serve as a member of the Yearbook Committee.

B.  The Chairs of major activities, e.g. Cyclone Classic, Horse Show, etc., sponsored by Block and Bridle are to be selected by the application interview method as outlined by the Government of the Student Body Standards. These positions are open to any Club member.

C.  The interviewing committee for selection of Chairs shall consist of the President, Vice President, one Block and Bridle Faculty Advisor. The immediate past Chairperson and the Faculty Advisor of the activity may have the opportunity to attend if they so choose. The President, Vice President, and current Faculty Advisors shall have the voting privileges.

D.  Committee Reports shall be submitted to the Vice President and Senior Advisor within six weeks of the event.  Interest Group Chairs shall submit written reports to the Vice President and Senior Advisor by the February meeting.

Section VIII 
Outstanding Club Membership Awards

 
The Outstanding Junior and Senior Award nominees will be selected according to the criteria established by the National Block and Bridle Club. The selection process will follow parliamentary procedures. A majority vote of the club, from the list of names placed in nomination at the previous meeting, shall determine these nominees. Nominees shall be verified by the Animal Science Department.

Article VI

Section I  
Finances

All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office). All funds must be deposited within 48 hours after collection. The club adviser must approve and sign each expenditure before payment.
Section II 
Annual Membership

Annual membership dues of $20 must be paid by each 1st and 2nd year members, and $10 for each succeeding year of membership at the first club meeting of the fall semester.

Article VII 

Section I
Amending the Constitution and By-Laws

Two-thirds of the active members present at any meeting, providing it is a quorum, shall have the power to amend the Constitution and By-Laws, providing the amendment has been presented in writing and read at the previous Club meeting. Any active member may prepare and present in writing to the Executive Council a proposed amendment to this Constitution and By-Laws. 
