
Constitution of the Iowa State University

Student Organic Farm

Article 1. NAME. The name of this organization is Student Organic Farm at Iowa State University.
Article 2. PURPOSE. The objectives of this organization shall be: 

To provide an opportunity for students and others to learn about organic agriculture through hands on experiences

To provide information and a forum for discussion about issues related to organic agriculture
To abide by and support established Iowa State University policies, and State and Federal Laws. 

To rent garden plots to the Iowa State University community 

Article 3. MEMBERSHIP.   Full membership shall be open to any student currently enrolled in Iowa State University.  Participation shall be open to any student, faculty member, staff, or relative of staff.  

Article 4. OFFICERS AND ELECTIONS. The officers of the organization shall be two President positions, Secretary, Treasurer and Outreach Coordinator.  

All officers of this organization must meet the following criteria:

a. Be a full member of the organization.

b. Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level students (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.
c. Have a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate, graduate, and professional students, the minimum GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration.   

d. Become ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b).  

Officer Duties

Presidents
· Preside over all meetings

· Represent the organization on campus

· Maintain communication with organization advisor

· Maintain communication with all officers and membership

· Schedule meetings and events

· Work closely with or concurrently serve as the Community Supported Agriculture Share Coordinator if the membership deems a CSA appropriate for the growing season

· Use club-sponsored ISU Purchasing Card for items approved by officers (purchases under $99) and membership (purchases over $100) by ¾ vote

· Have the power to form special committees to address specific issues

Secretary

· Maintain an accurate record of organizational meetings and disperse records to members

· Communicate with people interested in renting a plot at the farm and keep records of those interested 

· Communicate with people interested in purchasing a CSA share and keep records of those interested

· Communicate with Presidents regarding plot rentals and CSA membership.

· Update and maintain club-sponsored website

· Work with treasurer to reconcile plot and share payment records

Treasurer

· Maintain accurate record of organizational transactions

· Develop organization's budget and present to the general assembly for a ¾ vote if necessary, the general assembly shall be defined as all full members present at any given meeting.

· Arrange fundraising opportunities for the organization if necessary

· Solicit additional funding if needed from the student government
· Use club-sponsored ISU Purchasing Card for items approved by officers (purchases under $99) and active membership (purchases over $100) by ¾ vote

Outreach Coordinator

· Communicate with people interested in volunteering or visiting the farm and keep records of those interested 

· Attend outreach events on campus and during field days and let officers and members know of events so they can attend
· Other duties defined according to club needs at the time and decided by ¾ vote

Organization Advisor(s)

· Shall be appointed at the request of the organization

· Maintain communication and meet with officers regularly

· Awareness and approval of financial expenditures

· Ensure the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and the Student Activity Center
Elections

Elections shall be held at the beginning of the Spring Semester and after harvest and clean up is finished for the previous growing season. Elections will be coordinated by the core officers and will conducted by an agreed upon volunteer. The ballot will be produced by the Secretary. Only full members will be allowed to vote. Simple majority determines the winner, but in the circumstance of a tie, a second secret ballot will determine the winner. The terms of the officers shall be for 1 calendar year beginning upon election. Officers may be re-elected for an unlimited number of terms as long as they meet the requirements above.

Removal of Officers or Adviser
Officers or advisers may be removed from office by ½ vote of the other officers and ¾ of the general membership if actions are deemed inappropriate by the membership. The officer is permitted to speak before the Executive Committee and the general membership about the charges made concerning his/her performance. The officer is not permitted to participate in the deliberation of the Executive Committee regarding the charges.  If an officer chooses to relinquish their post no vote is required for removal from office.  

Replacement of Officer or Adviser
If an officer or adviser is removed the replacement procedure is the same as the election procedure described in Article 4.  It shall take place at the first meeting following the removal of the previous officer/adviser.  

Article 5. FINANCES. All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and distributed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office. All funds must be deposited within 48 hours after collection. The treasurer shall maintain all financial records. If the organization is dissolved in the future all funds shall be released to the Wallace Chair in the Department of Agriculture for use at their discretion.  
Dues

No dues shall be required for membership in the organization.  Dues may be assessed for the use of community garden plot.  These dues are not to exceed $50.00.  
Article 6. MEETINGS. The organization shall have at least three meetings per semester to discuss organizational business. The meetings will be scheduled by the President and other officers and notification of events will be sent out via email or other accepted form. The meetings will be conducted following standard practices for order. Items must be submitted to the President in advance to be considered on the agenda. The agenda will include a financial report, past business report, and new business. The agenda will be addressed first and completed before any other business is conducted. Items not on the agenda may be submitted for discussion during the meeting by any member if acknowledged by the President Discussion of these item(s) may be terminated through an agreement by the President at any time for such reasons as time constraints, deadlock, or disorderly conduct. Meetings shall be dismissed by the President. 

Article 9. OTHER INFORMATION.  Due to the organic philosophy upheld on the farm, officers, full members, and participants (plotters) may not under any circumstances use synthetic pesticides and fertilizers.  Though it is not required, we encourage the use of organic planting
stock.  If any member, participant, or officer is not sure if an amendment or planting stock is certified organic, then officers should consult advisors or other appropriate authority on the matter.  
Article 8. AMENDMENTS AND RATIFICATION. Amendments to this constitution must be submitted in writing at a regular meeting of the organization. Said amendment will be voted on at a subsequent meeting. In order to adopt the amendment a vote of ¾ of the general assembly is necessary. If a proposed amendment is defeated twice it cannot be resubmitted for 1 semester. All proposed amendments will remain on file by the secretary.

This constitution shall be effective upon approval by a ¾ vote of the full membership. Ratified constitutions must be submitted to Student Activities Center within 10 days for final approval. 

Ratified ___/____/___, by vote of ______ yea and ________ nay 

Co-Chair __________________________________________
Co-Chair __________________________________________
Secretary/Treasurer __________________________________
Advisor(s) _________________________________________

