International Friendship Connection Constitution 
March 12, 2009
Article I Name 

Section One: The name of this organization shall be “International Friendship Connection.”  Also known as IFC. 

Article II Purpose & Goals 

Section One:  IFC exists to grow as a community of Christ followers (Acts 2:42-27) committed to reaching the lost of all nations with the message of salvation through Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 1:8) and equipping believers for vital ministry (Ephesians 4:11-13, 1 Peter 4:10-11). Monthly and sometimes weekly meetings, promotional events, and various social events constitute our activities.  We are affiliated with Cornerstone Church of Ames.  It is our goal to promote this ministry on Iowa State’s campus.  

Section Two: IFC abides by and supports established Iowa State University rules and policies, and State and Federal Laws.
Article III Membership and Leadership 

Members
All persons, including registered Iowa State University students, may join IFC and attend the meetings, events and other activities of IFC. We welcome all people to come and hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and to fellowship with us, and we do not discriminate based on religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, sex, or marital status. However, members have no power to determine policy for IFC, nor can they formally represent or act on behalf of IFC. Furthermore, we reserve the right to conduct all meetings, small groups, retreats, and events in a manner that is in accordance with our Constitution, Statement of Faith (see Appendix A), and moral convictions based on Scripture.

Leaders 

Leadership shall be open to attendees so long as they meet the leadership qualifications outlined below. As a Leader, one is required to:
· Submit a Leadership Application and/or be approved as a Leader by IFC Officers after an interview.

· Be involved in a bimonthly leader’s training meeting and small group meetings on a specified day of each week throughout the rest of the month.

· Consistently serve in a specified area of IFC (leading/co-leading a Family or Dorm Group, organizing service opportunities, worship team, etc.).

· Attend prayer meetings Wednesday at 12 noon as often as possible.
· Participate in monthly Fusion worship meetings. 

· Regularly worship, and be involved at Cornerstone Church of Ames.

· Complete or be currently enrolled in Theology of the Gospel, a class that we offer every other semester.

Leadership Qualifications

Once per semester the IFC Officers will present an opportunity to apply for leadership. To become an official leader, one must complete the The Salt Company (a fellowship ISU student organization also related to Cornerstone Church of Ames) Leadership Application Form (Appendix A) and sign the Statement of Faith included therein or complete an IFC Leadership Application, and then return it to the Student Staff Interns of IFC.  The Student Staff Interns will review each application and in some cases conduct a formal leadership interview.  Each applicant will be notified in a timely fashion whether their request for leadership has been approved or denied.  All Leaders must be Christians who have professed their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as defined by the Statement of Faith (see Appendix A) and who strive to live according to the tenets of the Bible.

Eligibility to Vote

IFC Leaders and IFC Student Staff Interns are the only persons eligible to vote on issues presented by the Officers and/or IFC Student Staff Interns.

Revocation of Leadership

Any individual’s leadership, including the leadership of any Officer and/or Advisor, may be revoked for misconduct or failure to adhere to the Statement of Faith.  Examples of misconduct and violation of the Statement of Faith include but are not limited to: failure to perform duties, failure to maintain good academic standing with Iowa State University, misuse of funds, historical Christian heresy, blasphemy, engaging in sexual activity outside the bounds of marriage as defined by Scripture, etc.  The alleged misconduct will be addressed by a TSC Staff Member or fellow Leader approaching that individual in a loving confrontation intended to bring about repentance and restoration, as directed in Scripture (Matthew 18:15-20).  In the absence of repentance following the process of a loving, Biblical confrontation, the leadership of that individual shall be revoked.  The revocation shall be determined by the TSC Staff, Cornerstone Church of Ames Staff, and/or the Elder Team of Cornerstone Church of Ames.

Withdrawal of Leadership

If, at any time, any Leader or Officer should wish to withdraw his or her leadership for any reason, he or she may do so by communicating this desire either verbally or in writing to any IFC Officer or Student Staff Intern.

Student Staff  Interns
IFC has one or more student staff interns who help in planning and directing programs of IFC with the aid of the IFC Officers.
Student Staff Interns/Leaders/Advisor Relationship

The Leaders, Officers, Student Intern Staff and Advisor of IFC are actively involved and largely a part of the daily and ongoing activities, decisions, and operations of IFC on the Iowa State Campus. 

Article IV Officers 

Officer Requirements

Officers of IFC must be Leaders of IFC who have professed their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as defined by the Statement of Faith and live according to the tenets of the Bible as explained by the Statement of Faith.

Officers

The Officers of IFC shall consist of a President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Advisor.   

Election of Officers

Each August, the IFC Staff Interns, current Officers, Leaders, and attendees may nominate a Leader to be considered for office.  Election of officers will require a majority vote from the Leaders of IFC. If a nominee fails to receive a majority of votes, an alternate individual will be nominated and the Leaders of IFC will vote on his or her election.  Leaders interested in becoming an officer must meet the following academic requirement:

a. Have a minimum cumulative grade point ratio (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum cumulative GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate students, the minimum cumulative GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration. 

b. Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office. 

c. Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b).

Term of Office

The term of office will be one full year (September 1 to August 31) and the term can be renewed for up to 4 years. 

Executive Committee

All Officers shall comprise the Executive Committee of the organization.

Officer Duties

1. President

· Represent organization on campus

· Ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and the Student Activities Center

· Maintain communication with IFC, the Organization Advisor and Cornerstone Church of Ames

2. Vice President 

· Preside over meetings in the absence of the President 

· Schedules meetings/events with appropriate University officers

· Coordinate organization promotion and publicity of events

3. Treasurer

· Maintain accurate record of organization transactions

· Cosign organization checks along with the Advisor

· Solicit additional funding if needed from the Student Government Association in conjunction with the President

4. Secretary 

· Main an accurate record all of organization meetings 

· Correspond when necessary with University administration and other recognized organizations 

5. Advisor 

· Maintain communication and meet with officers regularly 

· Awareness and approval of financial expenditures 

· Ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and Student Activities Center 

Advisor Appointment

The advisor must be a member of Cornerstone Church, an affiliated organization. The IFC Staff interns will review and reappoint the current advisor or appoint a new advisor each September.  Advisor duties will include maintaining communication and meeting with the IFC Officers, maintaining awareness of and approving financial expenditures completed through the Campus Organizations Accounting Office, and ensuring that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and the Student Activities Center.
Officer/Advisor Removal and Replacement
Officers and/or Advisors may be removed from their positions if actions are deemed inappropriate by the Student Staff Interns, Cornerstone Church of Ames Staff, and/or the Elder Team of Cornerstone Church of Ames. The inappropriate action(s) will be addressed by a IFC Student Intern Staff Member or Leader approaching that individual in a loving confrontation intending to bring about repentance and restoration, as directed in Scripture (Matthew 18:15-20).  In the absence of repentance following the process of a loving, Biblical confrontation, the position of that individual shall be revoked.  The revocation shall be determined by the Staff, Cornerstone Church of Ames Staff, and/or the Elder Team of Cornerstone Church of Ames. 

If an officer is removed from his or her position during his or her term, the IFC Staff Interns, current Officers, Leaders, and attendees may nominate a Leader to be considered to fill the position.  Election will require a majority vote from the Leaders of IFC. If a nominee fails to receive a majority of votes, an alternate individual will be nominated and the Leaders of IFC will vote on his or her election.  
Article V. Finances 

Organization Monies

International Friendship Connection will not collect any dues from any attendees or leaders, but will operate on a budget that consists of monies from Cornerstone Church as well as donations of interested individuals. If the organization is dissolved, then all monies shall be returned to Cornerstone Church. 

All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or Cornerstone Church of Ames. All funds deposited to the Campus Organizations Accounting Office must be deposited within 24 hours after collection. The Advisor to this organization must approve and sign each expenditure completed through the Campus Organizations Accounting Office before payment.

Article VI. Amendments & Ratification 

Amendments

Proposed amendments to this constitution must be submitted in writing to the IFC Student Staff Intern. Said amendment(s) will be voted on at a subsequent IFC Student Staff Intern/Leaders/Officers meeting. In order to adopt the amendment, the amendment must be approved by the above group. The amended constitution will be submitted within 10 days to Student Activities Center for approval.
Ratification

This constitution shall become effective upon approval by the IFC Officers and Student Staff Interns. This constitution has been approved by IFC Officers and Student Staff Interns.  Ratified constitutions must be submitted to Student Activities Center within 10 days for final approval.

Article VII.  Non-Discrimination Clause
IFC will not discriminate in the acceptance of members, rank, or office on the basis of race, color, age, national origin, disability, or status as a U.S. veteran.

Approved By:

Advisor: _______________________________________________
Date: ______________________

President: _____________________________________________

Date: ______________________

SAC Representative: ___________________________________

Date: ______________________
Appendix A
International Friendship Connection (IFC) & Cornerstone Church

Statement of Faith

The Word of God
We believe that the Bible is the Word of God, fully inspired and without error in the original manuscripts, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and that it has supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 

Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-10, 119:11, 89, 105, 140; Isaiah 34:16; 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46;John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17;Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21

The Trinity

We believe that there is one living and true God, eternally existing in three persons, that these are equal in every divine perfection, and that they execute distinct but harmonious offices in the work of creation, providence and redemption.

God the Father
We believe in God, the Father, an infinite, personal spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom, power and love. We believe that He concerns Himself mercifully in the affairs of men, that He hears and answers prayer, and that He saves from sin and death all who come to Him through Jesus Christ. 

Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11ff.; 20:1ff.; Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6; 1 Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah 43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10; 17:13; Matthew 6:9ff.;7:11; 23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Romans 8:14-15; 1Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 4:6; Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6;12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 John 5:7

Jesus Christ
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit. We believe in His virgin birth, sinless life, miracles and teachings. We believe in His substitutionary atoning death, bodily resurrection, ascension into heaven, perpetual intercession for His people, and personal visible return to earth. 

Genesis 18:1ff.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1ff.; Isaiah 7:14; 53; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17;  8:29; 11:27;14:33; 16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70; 24:46; John1:1-18,29; 10:30,38; 11:25-27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5, 21-22; 20:1-20,28;Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-3,34; 10:4; 1Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9; Galatians 4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-28; 12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John 7-9; Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16
The Holy Spirit
We believe in the Holy Spirit who came forth from the Father and Son to convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment, and to regenerate, sanctify, and empower all who believe in Jesus Christ. We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells every believer in Christ, and that He is an abiding helper, teacher and guide. 

Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11; 139:7ff.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Matthew 1:18; 3:16; 4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19; 11:13; 12:12; 24:49; John 4:24; 14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31; 5:3; 6:3; 7:55; 8:17,39; 10:44; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-11,14-16,26-27; 1 Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:19; 1 Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2 Timothy 1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7; Revelation 1:10; 22:17

Regeneration

We believe that all men are sinners by nature and by choice and are, therefore, under condemnation. We believe that those who repent of their sins and trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord are regenerated by the Holy Spirit. 

Titus 2:3:4-6; Romans 6:19-22; see also Philippians 2:12-13; Romans 8:18,29-30; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Romans 3:24-28; 11:6; Ephesians 2:4-10; Romans 11:6; Ephesians 1:6-7; 2:8-9; Romans 5:2; Romans 5:15-19; Romans 5:20-21; Romans 3:23; Titus 3:5; Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 3:10-12; John 1:12-13; 16:8-11; I Peter 1:23-25; I John 2:2; 4:9-10; Ephesians 1:7; I Peter 1:18-19; Romans 6:23; John 3:16-18; I Timothy 4:10; Hebrews 2:9; 2 Peter 2:1; 1 Timothy 4:10; Ephesians 1:4-6; Romans 8:29-30; Romans 10:13; I Corinthians 1:9; Acts 17:30-31; Revelation 22:17; I Peter 1:2; Matthew 22:14; Romans 8:38-39; Romans 8:1; John 10:27-28; John 6:37; Philippians 1:6; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30

The Church
We believe in the universal church, a living spiritual body of which Christ is the head and all regenerated persons are members (membership in God’s universal church is different than how IFC constitutes membership in its ministry). We believe in the local church, consisting of a company of believers in Jesus Christ, baptized on a credible confession of faith, and associated for worship, work and fellowship. We believe that God has laid upon the members of the local church the primary task of giving the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a lost world. 

Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47; 5:11-14; 6:3-6; 13:1-3; 14:23,27; 15:1-30; 16:5; 20:28; Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16; 5:4-5; 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11,21; 5:22-32; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:18; 1 Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15; 4:14; Hebrews 11:39-40; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3
The Ordinances
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has committed two ordinances to the local church:  baptism and the Lord’s Supper. We believe that the Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the triune God. We believe that the Lord’s Supper was instituted by Christ for commemoration of His death. We believe that these two ordinances should be observed and administered until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20; John 3:23; Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; 20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 10:16,21; 11:23-29; Colossians 2:12
The Kingdom

The Kingdom of God includes both His general sovereignty over the universe and His particular kingship over men who willfully acknowledge Him as King. The full consummation of the Kingdom awaits the return of Jesus Christ and the end of this age.

Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Matthew 3:2; 4:8-10,23; 12:25-28; 13:1-52; 25:31-46; 26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32; 17:20-21; 23:42; John 3:3;18:36; Acts 1:6-7; 17:22-31; Romans 5:17; 8:19; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 11:10,16; 12:28; 1 Peter 2:4-10; 4:13; Revelation 1:6,9; 5:10; 11:15; 21-22
The Last Things
We believe in the personal and visible return of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth and the establishment of His kingdom. We believe in the resurrection of the body, the final judgment, the eternal felicity of the righteous, and the endless suffering of the wicked. 

Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28; 24:27,30,36,44; 25:31-46; 26:64; Mark 8:38; 9:43-48; Luke 12:40,48; 16:19-26; 17:22-37; 21:27-28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11; 17:31; Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 15:24-28,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 5:1ff.; 2 Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:27-28; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 John 2:28; 3:2; Jude 14; Revelation 1:18; 3:11; 20:1-22:13

Sexual Morality Standards

The Holy Scripture declares that the “acts of the sinful nature,” of which the repentant believer is forgiven, include all acts of sexual conduct outside of God’s design for marriage between one man and one woman.  These acts include, but are not limited to, fornication, adultery, and homosexual conduct.  In view of the clear dictates of Scripture, unrepentant participation in or advocacy of a sexually immoral lifestyle is inconsistent with an affirmation of this Statement of Faith, and consequently will be regarded by IFC as conduct disqualifying an individual from IFC leadership.

IFC interprets its Statement of Faith to require that Leaders and Officers adhere to orthodox Christian beliefs, including the Bible’s prohibition of sexual conduct between persons of the same sex.  A person who engages in sexual immorality, including but not limited to homosexual conduct, or adheres to the viewpoint that sexual immorality, including but not limited to homosexual conduct, is not sinful would not be permitted to become a Leader or to serve as an Officer of IFC.  A person who may have engaged in sexually immoral conduct, including but not limited to homosexual conduct, in the past but has repented of that conduct, would not be prevented from becoming a Leader or serving as an Officer of IFC.    

Based on its Statement of Faith and the Holy Scripture, IFC believes that persons cannot be born homosexual.  God created male and female, with a natural sexual inclination toward persons of the opposite sex.  Homosexuality is inherently disordered, and in opposition to the law and order of nature ordained by God.  Thus, persons who believe that they were born homosexual, or advocate the viewpoint that homosexuality is a natural aspect of God’s created order, cannot be Leaders or Officers of IFC.     

As fellow members of the Body of Christ and by the authority of the Scriptures, leaders of IFC are bound to address individuals engaging in sexual immorality, in either actual practice or affirmed belief, in a loving confrontation intended to bring about repentance and restoration, as directed in Scripture.  In the absence of repentance, in either actual practice or affirmed belief, following the process of a loving, Biblical confrontation, the Scripture requires that the unrepentant leader be treated “as an unbeliever.”  In appropriate circumstances, IFC regards the expulsion of a leader pursuant to Article III of the IFC Constitution as an action taken in furtherance of that Scriptural mandate.

IFC strives to maintain a vibrant Christian fellowship on the ISU campus that enables its leaders, individually and as a group, to fulfill the Christian mandate to love God and to love their neighbors as themselves.

IFC believes that in order to achieve its purpose, it must require its leaders and officers to sign and affirm its Statement of Faith, and endeavor to live their lives in a manner consistent with its principles.

Exodus 20:14; Leviticus 18:22; Matthew 15:19; Romans 1:27; I Corinthians 6:9-10; James 5:19-20; Matthew 18:15-20; I Corinthians 5:1-13

Individuals who do not adhere to IFC’s Statement of Faith are not eligible to be Leaders or Officers.  However, such persons are free and encouraged to attend IFC meetings and other IFC events.
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