Constitution for Student Dietetic Association at

Iowa State University 

Article I:  Club Name


Section 1:  The name of this organization shall be Iowa State University Student Dietetic Association (ISUSDA).
Article II:  Purpose and Goals

Section 1:  Purpose
(a) The purpose of Iowa State University Student Dietetic Association is to provide current information on trends in the profession of dietetics and advancements in the career field.  

Section 2:  Goals

(a) Community Interaction/Volunteer Work – Plan and/or participate in community events that encourage a healthy lifestyle.

(b) Professional Development – Provide opportunities for professional development in the field of dietetics. 


(c) Fundraising – Raise funds to help the club achieve its goals.

(d) Peer/Professional Support – Foster the development of a support network of peers and professionals for the group and its individual members.

Section 3:  The ISU Student Dietetic Association abides by and supports established Iowa State University policies, State and Federal Laws.
Article III:  Compliance

Section 1: The Iowa State University Student Dietetic Association abides by and supports established Iowa State University policies, State and Federal Laws and follows local ordinances and regulations. The ISUSDA agrees to annually complete President’s Training, Treasurer’s Training and Adviser Training (if required). 

Article IV:  Non-Discrimination Statement

Section 1: Iowa State University and the Iowa State University Student Dietetic Association do not discriminate on the basis of genetic information, pregnancy, physical or mental disability, race, ethnicity, sex, color, religion, national origin, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or status as a U.S Veteran.

Article V:  Membership

Section 1:  Membership is open to ALL registered students in good standing at Iowa State University with an interest in the profession of dietetics.
Section 2:  To maintain active membership, each member is encouraged to attend 50 percent of all meetings and/or activities.  

Section 3:  Members must pay the $5.00 membership dues per semester or $8.00 membership dues per academic year. 

Article VI:  Risk Management

Section 1: The role of the risk management officer is to:
 (a) Help minimize potential risks for club activities 

 (b) Recommend risk management policies or procedures to ISUSDA members
 (c) Submit documentation to ISU’s Risk Management Office 
 (d) Ensure that Iowa State University policies are followed at all of the organization’s events and 

 (e) Ensure that proper waivers and background checks are on file with Risk Management for events, if applicable
Article VII:  Officer Requirements and Responsibilities

Section 1: The officers of this organization must meet the following requirements:

(a) Have a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate students, the minimum GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration.

(b) Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office. 

(c) Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b).

Section 2:  Officer Responsibilities

(a) The ISUSDA officer term is effective for the entire academic year, both fall and spring semester. Officers will be voted on by the ISUSDA on a majority rules basis either before the spring semester concludes or shortly after the fall semester begins. During their term, the officers must complete their respective duties, which are indicated below:

 (i)  President or Co-presidents: 





1.   Preside over all general and executive meetings
2.   Be responsible for the leadership of the ISUSDA activities




3.   Be in charge of the installation of officers





4.  Active term for position is one academic year

 (ii)  Vice President:

1. Generate fundraising and volunteer ideas
2. Fill in for president(s) if absent
3. Act as Risk Manager for ISUSDA

4.   Active term for position is one academic year

(iii)  Treasurer: 





1. Keep track of all ISUSDA finances, including dues, funds, and activity money




2. Abide by university policy as stated below:

All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office). All funds must be deposited within 24 hours after collection. The Adviser to this organization must approve and sign each expenditure before payment.

3. Active term for position is one academic year



(iv)  Secretary:





1. Maintain records of all ISUSDA meetings




2. Forward meeting minutes to members




3.  Maintain updated email list




4. Take attendance




5. Active term for position is one academic year
(v)  Special Events Chair(s)
1. Represent ISUSDA on a committee that plans the FSHN Silent Auction and Potluck in December

2. Organize ISUSDA sub-committee and volunteers for the Silent Auction and Potluck

3. Assist the president(s) with organizing other events

4. Active term for position is one academic year

(vi)  Human Sciences Council Representative
1. Serve as liaison between the Human Sciences Council and ISUSDA
2. Participate in College of Human Sciences’ philanthropic events
3. Active term for position is one academic year




(vii)  Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (Academy) Liaison / 

Iowa Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (IAND) Liaison
1. Serve as liaison between the Academy, IAND, and ISUSDA

2. Attend IAND Board and Council’s bi-annual meetings as a representative of ISUSDA

3. Encourage students to volunteer during the IAND Annual Meeting in the fall

4. Inform members of anything pertinent, including scholarship opportunities through the    Academy and IAND
5. Active term for position is one academic year




(viii)  Public Relations Chair
1. Manage ISUSDA social media pages including updates on club activities, Academy information, student highlights, and nutrition outreach to other students
2. Develop ways to showcase ISUSDA achievements
3. Update the SDA bulletin board in MacKay Hall at least once a semester
4. Active term for position is one academic year

Section 3:  Method of Officer Elections

(a) Officer elections will be held at the final meeting of the spring semester.

(b) Officers will be elected by a simple majority vote of eligible club members.

(c) In the event of a tie, the candidate with the better attendance record will be elected.  

(i) If candidates have the same attendance record it is the responsibility of the president to vote, or co-presidents to come to a consensus and submit one vote.

Section 4:  Impeachment/Removal of Officers

(a) An officer may be removed from their position in the event that he/she has neglected and/or failed to fulfill the duties of that position as stated in Article IV, Section 2 by a vote of a simple majority vote of eligible members attending a regular club meeting.

Section 5:  Replacement of Officers 

(a) All vacancies shall be filled by election with a simple majority vote at a regular club meeting.

Article VIII:  Adviser
Section 1: Duties 

(a) The adviser shall be the official representative between the club and Iowa State University, as well as ensure the club is working in compliance with standards established by Iowa State University.

(b) The adviser shall advise officers, committees, and members in the operation of club activities. 

Section 2: Method of Appointment

(a) The adviser shall be either appointed by unanimous approval of the officers or by simple majority vote of eligible club members during a regular meeting.

Section 3: Term of Office
(a) The adviser shall retain the position until removal or until their resignation.

Section 4: Method of Removal  

(a) The adviser may be removed from the position in the event that the adviser has neglected and/or failed to fulfill the duties of that position as stated in Article IV, Section 2 by a simple majority vote of eligible members attending a regular club meeting.

Article IX:  Finances

Section 1:  All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office). All funds must be deposited within 48 hours after collection. The Adviser to this organization must approve each expenditure before payment.

(a) No dues are required by staff members or volunteers.

(b) The Treasurer is responsible for the financial affairs of the organization.

(c) Upon dissolution, state money and mandatory student fees revert back to the granting organization. Group fees should be divided as stated in the constitution and carried out by the dissolving group’s members and officers.

Article X:  Amendments & Ratification

Section 1: Amendments to this constitution must be submitted in writing at a regular meeting of the organization. Said amendment(s) will be voted on at a subsequent meeting. In order to adopt the amendment, a vote of 2/3 of the general membership is necessary.

Section 2: This constitution shall become effective upon approval by a ¾ vote of the membership. Ratified constitutions must be submitted to Student Activities Center within 10 days for final approval.
Contact Information:  All contact information can be found at the ISUSDA website.  Approved by club 4/18/2017
