STATCOM CONSTITUTION

Amended by Tim Bancroft on 11/12/07

Amended by Jon Hobbs on 9/7/10

Article 1: Name

The name of the organization will be “Statistics in the Community”. The organization's abbreviation will be StatCom.

Article 2: Purpose

(1) StatCom is a community outreach program that offers statistical consulting free of charge to governmental and non-profit organizations in the local community. Students in the Department of Statistics at Iowa State University coordinate StatCom and volunteer to perform statistical consulting services.

(2) StatCom will abide by Iowa State University rules and regulations, state and federal laws.

Article 3: Membership

Membership is open to all registered students at Iowa State University. StatCom does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, sex, marital status, disability or status as a U.S. Veteran.

Article 4: Officers

(1) All StatCom officers must meet the following requirements:

(a) Have a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate, graduate, and professional students, the minimum GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration.

(b) Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours) if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits) if a graduate student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of the degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during the term of office.

(c) Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b).

(2) The StatCom Executive Committee will oversee the organization's operations, including communication with client organizations and project team formation. The Executive Committee shall have no less than five members. Individual Executive Committee members will be designated to the following positions:

(a) President. The president will serve as the StatCom student director and will preside over Executive Committee and organization meetings. The president will prepare the agendas for all meetings and will communicate with potential clients and the faculty in the Department of Statistics. The president will direct client recruitment and grant application efforts.

(b) Tresurer. The treasurer shall track all financial transactions through the Campus Organizations Accounting Office. The treasurer will preside over any meetings in the absence of the president.

(c) Executive Committee Member. Other members of the Executive Committee shall participate in team formation and other duties as assigned by the president.

(3) Other StatCom positions will be developed by the Executive Committee and filled by members of the organization. These positions include:

(a) Team leader. The team leader will organize meetings of the StatCom project team and coordinate communication with the client. The team leader will assign consulting responsibilities to team members and report progress to the client and to the Executive Committee.

(b) Team members. Team members will actively participate in consulting duties for the StatCom project. Members will attend team meetings and perform additional tasks as assigned by the team leader. Members will report progress to the team leader.

(4) Executive Committee members may serve as team leaders and/or team members. In addition, members may participate on more than one project team at any time.

Article 5: Finances

(1) All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office). All funds must be deposited within 24 hours after collection. The Adviser to this organization must approve and sign each expenditure before payment.

(2) There are no dues for this organization.

Article 6: Election, Appointment, and Replacement Procedures

(1) President/Director. The election of a new director will be held annually at the beginning of the spring semester. To be eligible for director, one must have previously served on the Executive Committee. The director's term will last for one year, starting with the fall semester. Following the election, the incoming director should train for the position with the current director. The new director is approved by a majority vote of the Executive Committee and the consent of the faculty advisor.

(2) Executive Committee Member. Elections for Executive Committee members will be held annually at the end of the spring semester or during the summer semester. Potential Executive Committee members should have previous experience as a StatCom team leader or a team member. Nominations for Executive Committee members should be submitted to the president, and nominations will be approved by a majority vote of the Executive Committee.

(3) Team Leader and Team Members. The Executive Committee will advertise projects to StatCom members and request volunteers for team leaders and team members. If there are not sufficient volunteers for a project, the Executive Committee will contact members of the organization based on individual interests. 

(4) Replacement. In the event that a member is no longer able to perform assigned duties, another member will be promoted to fill the position. The promotion must be approved by a majority vote of the Executive Committee.

(5) Removal. For any member of StatCom to be relieved of duties, a first motion and second motion for removal are required from members of the organization. This is followed by a conference between the Executive Committee and the member in question. A 2/3 vote of the Executive Committee is required for removal.

Article 7: Amendments

Any amendments to the constitution must be approved by a majority vote of the Executive Committee.

