Dairy Products Evaluation Club Constitution and Bylaws

DESCRIPTION/OBJECTIVES
Members of the Dairy Products Evaluation Club learn how to identify quality defects in dairy products including milk, cottage cheese, Cheddar cheese, strawberry yogurt, butter and vanilla ice cream.  All club members intensely train for the National Collegiate Dairy Products Evaluation Contest and for dairy product evaluation in the food industry.  Each year, up to three highly skilled undergraduate students (plus up to two alternates) and up to two highly skilled graduate students are selected to represent the team at the National Collegiate Dairy Products Evaluation Contest.

MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBILITY
Membership shall be open to all half-time or full-time students at Iowa State University. Participation in club activities is essential to this particular organization because learning results from practice.  Fundraising is also essential to the club due to the many expenses associated with dairy products evaluation training and travel.  Membership is based upon dues payment, practice session participation and fundraiser participation.  Lack of participation or lack of dues payment will lead to removal from the official club roster.

Since attention to academics is the first essential part of higher education, only members in good standing with the university, and with GPA of 2.0 cumulative or higher can be considered to hold office. 

EXPECTATIONS
The instructor will do her best to train you in the practices of dairy products evaluation so that you may exercise these techniques in the food industry upon graduation.  

To gain dairy product evaluation skills, team members are expected to participate in all training and tasting session “quizzes”.  

All students are expected to learn the ADSA dairy products evaluation score cards and contest rules and to memorize the values associated with flavor, body & texture and appearance & color attributes for all six dairy products evaluated in the contest.

If you cannot attend a training or quiz, please inform the instructor as far in advance as possible so that accommodations can be made.  

Participation in the Collegiate Dairy Products Evaluation Contest is not required or guaranteed.  Participation will be granted based on the following priority:
Highest priority: Senior undergraduate student
Undergraduate student with one or more semester of experience
Graduate student with one or more semester of experience
Undergraduate student with good attendance record
Graduate student with good attendance record
Lowest priority:  any student with poor attendance record
Good sportsmanship in the Collegiate Dairy Products Evaluation Contest is an essential expectation of the coach and every participant.  

Registration as a student organization is required.  It is expected that we can fill at least three leadership positions for the team.

To help offset the expenses of purchasing supplies to train the Dairy Products Evaluation Team, a $10 membership fee is required of each team member on or before the first week of October.

It is expected that team members shall not pay for travel and housing at the Collegiate Dairy Products Evaluation Contest. All team members are expected to assist in planning and participate in fundraising event(s).

FINANCES
All monies belonging to the Dairy Products Evaluation Club shall be deposited and distributed through a bank account established through this club and the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office.  All funds must be deposited within 24 hours after collection.  The Advisor of this organization must approve and sign each expenditure before payment.

OFFICERS
Officer Selections
Officers for the team will be selected the second week of September.  Officer duties are listed below.  Officially, an officer's term begins on election day, and ends on selection day the following year.  Since the bulk of the team activities occur in the fall of each school year, and some students graduate, to officers from holding partial terms officers must be able to perform their duties from September, through the following September.  An officer who has not competed in the Collegiate Competition may hold office for another term.  

The advisor shall be a faculty member, if possible.  Professional and Scientific or Merit staff members with experience may serve as an advisor in case a faculty member is not available.   Advisor must be employed at ISU at least part time.  The Division of Student Affairs and the Government of the Student Body shall have the right to not approve advisor who is on disciplinary probation.  Advisors must complete the Advisor Training Program and sign the Advisor Contract annually.  Graduate assistants may serve as additional advisers in conjunction with university advisors who meet the requirements above; however they will not have signing authority.

Only student members shall have voting rights in the club.  Non-university community members may participate in a club activity (evaluation, tour, meeting, fund-raiser), but may not be eligible to vote.

Advisors, President and Treasurer must complete the respective Training Programs and sign the appropriate Contracts annually.


Officer Removal
Officers must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA during their service.  The officer must step down in the subsequent semester if the cumulative GPA falls below 2.0.  An advisor or officer must step down if s/he falls under disciplinary probation.

Team Coach:  
Coordinates training times and product purchases, and adulteration.  Organizes trip to competition and attends, if available.  Cooperates with Club President to ensure club meetings occur at least two times per semester.

President: 
Works with the team coach to organize the trip to the competition.  Ensures that each officer fulfills the duties of his/her office.  Facilitates team member participation in team activities.  Registers team at www.sac.iastate.edu (or student activities center-Memorial Union).

Treasurer
Holds record books for the club and keeps track of expenses, reimburses team coach for training expenses, works with team coach to provide finances for those attending competition.

Secretary
Coordinates the writing of thank you letters to all involved in training and support of team (does not necessarily write all letters).

Fundraising Chair
Generates ideas for department, campus, and/or community fund-raiser(s) to support team expenses for training and/or participation in the contest.

Publicity Chair
Provides department, campus, and/or community with publicity about the team before and/or after the competition.

Historian 
Seeks information related to the Iowa State University Dairy Products Evaluation Team or Dairy Products Judging Team and shares facts with the current team once a month.  Works with the Publicity Chair to share relevant information with the public.
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