INFORMS (Institute for Operations Research and Management Science) Student Chapter at Iowa State University Constitution
Article I: Name

The name of this organization shall be INFORMS Student Chapter at Iowa State University Student

Article II: Goals and Purpose

The objectives of this chapter are:

· To promote exchanges of ideas on OR (Operations Research) & MS (Management Science) broadly defined. 
· Foster professional development and networking among students interested in Operations Research (OR), Management Science, Analytics, and related fields.

· Bridge the gap between academia and industry by promoting collaboration and knowledge exchange from industry participants.

· Encourage student engagement in research, competitions, and professional events related to analytics and decision sciences.

Purpose: The INFORMS Student Chapter at Iowa State University serves as a platform for students to explore the applications of analytics, optimization, and data-driven decision-making. It aims to build a community of future professionals who can contribute innovative solutions to real-world problems. The chapter connects students, faculty, and professionals to enhance education, research, and leadership skills aligned with INFORMS’ mission of advancing analytics and operations research worldwide.

Article III: Statement of Compliance

INFORMS Student Chapter at Iowa State University abides by and supports established Iowa State University policies, State and Federal Laws and follows local ordinances and regulations. INFORMS Student Chapter at Iowa State University agrees to annually complete President’s and Treasurer’s Training.
Article IV: Non-Discrimination Statement

Iowa State University and INFORMS Student Chapter at Iowa State University do not discriminate on the basis of genetic information, pregnancy, physical or mental disability, race, ethnicity, sex, color, religion, national origin, age, marital status, sexual orientation, or status as a U.S Veteran.

Article V: Membership

Section 1: Membership Eligibility & Requirements

Part 1
 Active membership shall be open to all registered students at Iowa State University, and students who hold INFORMS National Membership are included as members of ISU Student Chapter of INFORMS.
Part 2
As a member, one is required to attend organization meetings regularly, pay dues if required, and actively support the organization’s projects. 
Part 3
No discrimination will be made on the basis of age, color, gender, handicapped status, height, marital status, national origin, political persuasion, race, religion, sexual orientation, veteran status, or weight.
Article VI: Officers
Section 1: The officers of the ISU Student Chapter of INFORMS shall consist of: 
· President

· Vice President

· Treasurer

· Secretary

· Adviser

Section 2: Requirements

The officers of this organization must meet the following requirements:
(a) Have a minimum grade point ratio (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate students, the minimum cumulative GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration.

(b) Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.

(c)  Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b).

Section 3: Elections
The officers will be elected to one-year term, and election will occur around February. Election will be decided by a simple majority hand vote of the present members. Re-election is possible.

Section 4: Term of Office


The term of office will be one full year. The committee officers shall appoint such committees that are needed to carry out organization goals.

Section 5: Replacement of Officers

If a vacancy were to occur during a term, a replacement would be elected from the general membership. Election of a replacement will require a majority vote from the general membership. If more than one candidate were identified, the membership would refer to the Elections procedure outlined in Section 3. 

Section 6: Duties of Officers


President

· Preside over all meetings
· Recommend risk management policies or procedures
· Schedule all meetings

· Schedule speakers for the meetings

· Maintain communication with organization adviser

Vice President

· Assist the president in all matters

· Organize and run meetings in absence of the President

· Help minimize potential risks for club activities
· To submit documentation to ISU’s Risk Management Office
· To ensure that proper waivers and background checks are on file with Risk Management for events (if applicable)
Treasurer

· Maintain accurate record of organization transactions

· Collect dues if required

· Cosign organization checks along with the adviser

· Associate in conjunction with the President

Secretary

· Responsible for recording and distributing minutes at all meetings

· Maintain student organization database

· Maintain roster

Adviser

· Maintain communication and meet with officers and other members regularly

· Maintain awareness and approval of financial expenditure

· Ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and Student Engagement 

Article VII: Finances
Section 1: Accounting

All monetary belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/officer (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office). All funds must be deposited within 24 hours after collection. The Adviser to this organization must approve and sign each expenditure before payment.

Section 2: Dues

No dues are required for membership in Iowa State University Student Chapter of INFORMS.

Article VIII: Amendments and Ratification

Section 1: Amendments


An active ISU INFORMS member can propose amendments to this constitution. Any amendment can be proposed at any meeting of the general membership. Proposed amendment will be submitted in writing to all active members and read to the memberships at the regular meeting before the vote of the proposed amendment is done. In order to adopt the amendment, 2/3 of the general membership is necessary. Amended constitution will be submitted within 10 days to Student Engagement for approval. 

Section 2: Ratification

The constitution shall become effective upon approval by a 2/3 vote of the membership. Ratified constitution must be submitted to Student Engagement within 10 days of final approval. 
Article IX: Impeachment
Impeachment proceedings of INFORMS Student Chapter at Iowa State University officer will begin with a written complaint against the individual to the president/advisor.  The individual will have a 3-minute defense at the next cabinet meeting before the remaining members take a silent vote without the individual present.  A 3/4 majority of the current cabinet is necessary to remove a member of the cabinet. Members of the INFORMS Student Chapter at Iowa State University cabinet can be impeached due to offenses including inactivity in their role as well as using their position for personal gain in the club, like monetary fraud, repeated unprofessional conduct, or actions that harm the reputation or integrity of the chapter.
Method of replacing an impeached officer: Upon the impeachment of an officer, the next highest-ranking officer listed in Article VI, Section 1, shall temporarily assume the responsibilities of the vacated position. This acting officer must formally announce the vacancy to all active members at least one week prior to the next general meeting. 

Nominations for the vacant position will open immediately upon announcement of the vacancy. Members may nominate themselves or any other active member in good standing. All nominees must meet the eligibility requirements outlined in Article VI, Section 2.

At the next general meeting, each confirmed candidate will be given a brief opportunity (2–3 minutes) to present their interest in the position and highlight their qualifications.

A vote will be conducted during the same meeting. Election will be decided by a simple majority hand vote of the members present. In the event of a tie, a runoff vote will be held between the top candidates.

The newly elected officer shall assume their duties immediately upon election and will serve for the remainder of the original term.
Article X – Advisor
It is the responsibility of the INFORMS Student Chapter at Iowa State University advisor to serve as a mentor and resource for directional queries, provide oversight of the club's operations, and have overarching authority over documentation and club processes.  The advisor will serve at their own discretion.  The advisor will provide guidance and oversight into club activities, ensure the club adheres to institutional, legal, and safety policies, and act as a liaison for the club and the institution (if necessary). 
The advisor needs to be a staff member of the IMSE department to voice concerns to the cabinet. The advisor can be voted out with a 3/4 majority following a written complaint. An advisor can be impeached if the current tasks of the role are not completed and the current cabinet votes to remove the advisor with a 3/4 majority.  A new advisor can be chosen by finding another willing staff member of the department, and then is voted in by 2/3 majority of the current cabinet.
Method of selection: 
1. The cabinet identifies a willing IMSE faculty or staff member qualified to serve.
2. The nominee is presented to the full cabinet.
3. The nominee must receive a two-thirds majority vote of the current cabinet to be appointed.
4. The appointment is then communicated to Student Engagement.
Article XI – Constitution Alignment with ISU Policy
In the event a constitution is rejected because it does not meet Iowa State University policy and/or constitution requirements, the following may occur. Any changes to bring the constitution into compliance may be made with unanimous approval from the President, Treasurer, and Advisor. Notification of these changes must be communicated at the next full organizational meeting.
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