CONSTITUTION
Willow Residence Hall

Preamble
We, the Students of Willow Hall, RCA, do hereby form the Willow Hall Government, hereafter referred to as the Government, as our representative body.  The mission of the Willow Hall Government is to serve as the collect6ive voice of the Willow Hall student body, in order to improve the quality of the Iowa State University experience and to foster academic excellence.  Every community of people carries with it certain inherent rights.  These rights include, but are not limited to, the right to be free from discrimination on the basis of age, religion, ethnicity, gender4, race, veteran status, marital status, parental status, affectional orientation, disability, or economic status.  The Government shall make no laws that deny or abridge those rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution, the State of Iowa Constitution, the Government of the Student Body Constitution, and/or federal, state, and local law.

Article I.  Membership

Active members: The House shall be composed of all the residents living within the physical limits as defined by the Department of Residence. Active members shall include all residents of the House.  Anyone who is a member of the House for any semester or part thereof shall be bound by all sections of this constitution.  Both the House and Iowa State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, sex, marital status, disability or status as a U.S. Veteran.
Article II.  Legislative Branch
Section A: Terms of Office
For the Presidency, the election is held at the end of the spring semester.

All other Cabinet Positions are elected in the first three weeks of the Fall semester.  The terms of office begin the first day of the fall semester (or election date) to the last day of the spring semester.

Section B: Offices and Responsibilities


President

· Presides over the Cabinet and Cabinet Meetings. 

· Presides over the House and House Meetings. 

· Shall attend House Presidents' meetings, as determined by Hall Director or Hall Council. If The President cannot attend it is their responsibility to find a suitable replacement

· Meets weekly with Resident Assistant/Community Adviser. 

· Plans and executes a house and/or cabinet retreat (along with the CA). 

· Maintains House constitution and by-laws. 

· Picks up house mail and reports on their contents at house meeting 

· Votes only to serve as tie-breaking vote in House proceedings.

· Take care of floor mail and post important flyers.

· Shall call house meetings and post notification of house meetings twenty-four hours in advance of meetings.

· Shall be responsible for knowing all university and Department of Residence policies and procedures for House functions. 

· Is responsible for knowing and presiding over House elections processes including ballot counting.

Vice President

· Presides over the Cabinet Meetings and House Meetings in the absence of the President. 

· If President vacates his/her position, Vice-President assumes their responsibilities for the remainder of the term. 

· Oversees house committee structure. 

· Meets from time to time with house committee chairs. 

· Announces campus activities at house meetings (educational programs, leadership and involvement opportunities, etc.). 

Treasurer

· Prepares and submits a proposed budget to the Cabinet and the House by the third week of each semester for approval. 

· Maintains financial records for the House. 

· Collects any additional social dues and any other payments as necessary. 

· Pays all house bills (upon approval of House President and CA) 

· Collects project statements from the Campus Organizations Accounting Office 

· Attends mandatory treasurer training session each year (provided by the Campus Organizations Accounting Office). 

· Maintains records of House Purchasing Cards.

Secretary

· Keeps minutes of cabinet and house meetings. 

· Posts and distributes meeting minutes to house members (usually within 24 hours of the meetings). 

· Is responsible for all correspondence between the house and outside entities. 

· Keeps track of attendance at house meetings and events. 

· Is responsible for tallying and presenting results of House voting. 

· Maintains a house e-mail list and web page. 

· Submits, maintains, and updates the House Student Organization database information through the Student Activities Center website.

· Produces and distributes a house newsletter 

· Shall keep records of cabinet members and committee chairpersons.

· Shall keep records of updates to the House Constitution.

Social Chairperson(s)

· Shall consist of up to two members.

· Plans and executes a social programming for the house that promotes interaction of house members. 

· Plans and executive social events that promote interaction with other houses (i.e., sister and brother houses). 

· Plans events in accordance with university and Department of Residence policies. 

· Develops a calendar of social events within first three weeks of each semester. 

· Informs house of other social events on campus. 

· Shall survey the interest of the house by the second house meeting of the term of office.

· Shall inform house members of events and purchase group tickets to events for the house.

Section C: Removal of Officers

· Any elected House Cabinet Member may be impeached.

· Impeachment proceedings may be initiated by a majority vote of the House.

· A House meeting shall be called one week after the initiation of impeachment proceedings.  At this time the Cabinet Member in question may present his/her defense to the House members.  A secret ballot shall then be made.  A vote of 75% of all the House members is required for removal from the office.

· The CA and Vice President shall conduct impeachment proceedings unless the Vice President is being impeached, than the President will assist the CA in the proceedings

· A special election will be held within two weeks of removal.  This election will follow normal election procedures.

Section D.  Powers and Responsibilities

1. All legislative power and authority shall be vested in the Willow Hall Council, hereafter referred to as the “Council.”

2. The Council shall act as the collective voice of all Willow Hall students.  

3. The Council shall have the power to enact such laws and legislation that pertain to Willow Hall students.
4. The Council shall have the power to collect and levy taxes of its citizens.

5. The Council shall have the power to allocate funds, as it sees fit, to the benefit of its constituents.

6. The Council shall create governing bylaws by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of seated Council members.

7. The Council shall have the power to override a veto of the President by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of seated Council members.

8. The Council shall hold regularly scheduled meetings not less than once every four weeks when classes are in session.

9. A special meeting shall be held if one-third of the seated Council members request the meeting or at the request of the President. 
10. The Council may propose amendments to this Constitution by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the seated Council members.  The proposed amendment(s) shall be included on the ballot for the consideration of Willow Hall students at the next general election.

Section E.  Apportionment and Membership

There will be seven Council members that shall serve a one-year term.

1. The following shall be considered non-voting ex-officio members of the Council:

a. Willow Hall Government Executive Members.

b. Willow Hall Government Advisor(s).

Section F.  Impeachment

1. The power to impeach and remove the President of Vice President shall be vested in the Council.

2. Grounds for impeachment shall be limited to malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance of duties as prescribed by this Constitution and other Government laws.

3. A majority vote of the Council is required to begin impeachment hearings.

4. An affirmative vote of two-thirds of seated Council members is required to convict and remove any of the above officials.

5. Judgments in all cases of impeachment shall not exceed removal from office and prevention of holding any further Government office.

6. Impeachment procedures shall be delineated in the bylaws.

Section G.  Vacancies
1. Should any seat of the Council become vacant, the President shall nominate a replacement Council member to be confirmed by the seated Council members.

2. In the event that the Council has less than five seated members, the Council shall be considered deficient.

3. The powers of a deficient Council are limited to the following

a. A deficient Council may confirm the appointment of a replacement Council member that has been nominated by the President.

b. A deficient Council may allocate funds to maintain minimum operations.
c. The deficient Council shall seat a President to serve until the next general election in the vent that the offices of President, Vice President, and Secretary are vacant.

4. In the event that no Council members remain the Willow Hall Government Advisor shall interview and seat three Council members to serve until the next general election.

Article III.  Executive  Branch
Section A.  Powers and Responsibilities
1. All executive powers and authority of the Government shall be vested in the President.

2. The President shall be responsible for the fulfillment of all laws and actions of the Government as prescribed by this Constitution, the bylaws, and Council acts.

3. The President shall be the official representative of Willow Hall students of Iowa State University to the Inter-Residence Hall Association.

4. The President shall have the power to either approve or veto a Council.  If after six days when classes are in session the legislation is neither approved nor vetoed, the said legislation is neither approved nor vetoed, the said legislation shall become law.

5. The President shall have the power to veto specific line items within appropriation acts.
Section B.  Cabinet

1. The President shall have a cabinet to assist in the efficient operation of the executive branch.  

a. Vice-President

b. Secretary

c. Treasurer

d. Educational/Cultural Chair

e. Programming Chair

2. The President has the authority to remove any executive officers or staff, subject to Council review.

Section C.  Succession

1. Should the office of the President become vacant, the Vice President shall assume the title, duties, and responsibilities of President.

2. Should the office of Vice President become vacant, the President shall nominate a replacement to be confirmed by a majority vote of seated Council members.

3. Should the offices of President and Vice President become vacant, the Secretary shall assume the title, duties, and responsibilities of President.
4. In the event that the offices of President, Vice President, and Secretary become vacant, the Council shall seat a President by an affirmative two-thirds vote of seated Council members to serve until the next general election.
Section D: Eligibility
The Cabinet Members of the House must meet the following requirements:

5. (a) Have a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum cumulative GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate students, the minimum GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration.

6. (b) Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.

7. (c) Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b)."
Article IV.  Elections Act

Section A.  Administration

1. The Vice President shall act as the Election Commissioner to conduct the elections of the Government.

2. In the event that the Vice President is seeing an elected position in the Government, the Council shall appoint an Election Commissioner by a majority vote of the seated Council members to conduct the elections of the Government.

3. The elections of the Government shall be held at the same time as the RCA general election.

4. The Election Commissioner shall work in cooperation with the Government of the Student Body Election Commission.

Section B.  Requirements for Office

1. To hold or seek any seat, office, or appointment on any Government body, students must be currently enrolled in at least one class at Iowa State University, be designated as a Willow Hall student, maintain an all-University grade point average equivalent to that required by the University for eligibility in student activities, and maintain representative attendance, as delineated by an act of the Council.

2. All elected offices shall be elected by a simple majority of those voting.

3. No individual shall hold more than one ,legislative or executive office in the Government or associated with the Government at any one time, with the exception of committee memberships.  Accepting a different office will be interpreted as having automatically resigned from the previously occupied office.

Section C.  Inauguration

1. Inauguration shall be held the last meeting of the Willow Hall Council.

2. Both new and old members of the Cou8ncil shall attend the final meeting of the year.

Section D.  Recall Elections

1. A recall election is an election for the purpose of opening a Government seat to new candidates.  The individual currently holding the office shall be placed on the ballot with any other nominated candidates.

2. A recall election may be requ3ested by a petition signed by five percent of Willow Hall students of Iowa State University.

3. The minimum petition shall include the seat to be recalled the printed names and signatures of those Willow Hall students supporting the recall election.

4. The election process shall be the same as during the general election, with the exception of dates and times.

5. The winner of a recall election shall take office for the remainder of the term immediately following the announcement of the election results, pursuant to signing the oath of office.

Section E.  Election Limitations

1. All elections shall take place at the time of the general election, with the4 exception of a recall election.

2. No individual shall hold the office of President for more than two terms.

Article V.  Powers of Willow Hall Students
Section A.  Constitutional Referenda

1. Willow Hall students retain the right to amend this Constitution, override any actions of the Government, and pass their own laws.

2. A petition signed by fiver percent of Willow Hall students shall put forth any of the above questions to Willow Hall students at the next general election.
3. The minimum petition shall include the proposed question and the printed names and signatures of those Willow Hall students supporting the proposed question.

Section B.  Financial Responsibility of the Government

1. The Government may levy a tax of one hundred dollars per floor.

Article VI.  Implementation and Ratification Procedures

Section A.  Implementation

1. Upon ratification, all previous constitutions of the Willow Hall government shall be considered null and void.

2. Upon ratification, all previous bylaws of the Willow Hall government shall be considered null and void.

3. Upon ratification, all executive orders and council legislation of the Willow Hall government, adopted prior to ratification, shall be considered null and void.

Section B.  Ratification

1. If approved by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of seated Council members and approved by a majority of the Willow Hall students voting in the general election, this Constitution shall be considered approved for ratification.
2. The Constitution shall become law upon inauguration.
Article VII: Advisors

The advisors of the House consist of both the Community Advisor (CA) who lives on the House and the Hall Director (HD) of the building that the House resides in.  Although the HD serves as the official advisor to the House, the CA carries out many advisory roles including advising the Cabinet, meeting weekly with the House President, assisting with elections, etc.  The HD is responsible for authorizing all purchases of the House through both the Voucher system and the Purchasing Card system.  

Article VIII: Finances

Section A: House Dues
The House collects dues through the mandatory student government dues each year.  Of this, $10 per member is transferred into the House account.  These dues contribute to programming and upkeep of house-owned equipment. All student government dues will be billed through the Accounts Receivable Office.  These are mandatory dues.  The House may collect social dues for House social functions. Social dues are not mandatory. The House will vote on the social due amount during the second or third House meeting, needing a simple majority to set the maximum collected amount.  All social dues will be collected by the Secretary.  No refunds of House dues will be paid. All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office). All funds must be deposited within 48 hours after collection. The Adviser to this organization must approve and sign each expenditure before payment.

Section B: Budget

· The Treasurer and volunteering members of the House will meet and propose the House budget for the academic year.

· This budget must be presented to the Cabinet.  

· The budget must approved by the House Cabinet.  

· Once approved, the budget must be posted.  The budget shall be posted three days prior to discussion with the house.

· The budget will be voted on within one week after the discussion with a secret ballot.

· The budget must receive 67% on the vote in approval in order to pass. The house must have 67% participation.

Section C: Expenditures
The Cabinet, when following the House approved budget, does not need any further approval of House members to spend House money.  The Cabinet may make purchases under $25 with a unanimous Cabinet Vote.  To reallocate House funds, a meeting must be held where the new budget must receive 67% on the vote in approval in order to pass. The house must have 67% participation.
