RPC Constitution as drafted September 2008
Iowa State University

Rifle and Pistol Club

Constitution

Article I. Name

The name of this organization shall be the Rifle and Pistol Club

Article II. Amendment II.
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Article III. Purpose
1. The Rifle and Pistol Club of Iowa State University is a group focused on promoting firearm awareness, safety, usage, and marksmanship. Club activities may include sport-like events, but the club’s primary focus is safety and awareness, not simply the sport of marksmanship.
2. Rifle and Pistol Club seeks to increase the general awareness of safe firearm usage through training and practice. This awareness is accomplished through various events: safety seminars to acquire knowledge, marksmanship training to implement and advance knowledge, and marksmanship competitions to demonstrate knowledge.

3. Club activities span various scopes: local weekly meetings, various area seminars, monthly area competitions, state competitions, and culminating with national matches.

4. The Rifle and Pistol Club of Iowa State University is not affiliated with any other Iowa State University clubs or outside groups, but members do participate in some activities sponsored by such groups.

5. The Rifle and Pistol Club abides by established Iowa State University policies, State and Federal laws.

Article IV. Membership

Membership to the Rifle and Pistol Club shall be open to all registered students at Iowa State University, faculty and staff of Iowa State University, and any surrounding community members. Participation in club activities involving the member’s use of firearms further requires that a member be legally permitted to possess firearms.

Eligible individuals wishing to become members may attend one (1) weekly meeting on a trial basis. Following a trial week, continued attendance of meetings requires payment of membership dues. Membership dues are $20 per semester and must be paid to one of the club officers or the club adviser.

As a member, one can attend all weekly meetings and may participate in sponsored events (further costs may be associated with these events). Membership also permits the use of club equipment during sponsored or authorized events during and outside of weekly meetings on a first-come, first-served request basis.

Article V. Meetings

Meetings are held at the at the Ames, IA chapter of the Izaak Walton League of America in their indoor range every Wednesday night at 7pm (except during scheduled school vacations and “dead week”/“finals week” or if an appropriate range supervisor cannot attend).

The beginning of the weekly meeting is an open forum for discussing current events and promoting firearm awareness.

Following open forum, those members attending their first meeting shall be required to receive an initial safety briefing and/or training from a suitably trained instructor regarding safe firearm usage, general range safety, and Izaak Walton League range rules.

Meetings then conclude with remaining time being allocated to open range time. Members wishing to use the range must pay an additional two dollar ($2) range fee that is used to reimburse the Izaak Walton League for range usage. All members that have received firearm safety training, been briefed on specific range guidelines, are legally permitted to use firearms, and have paid range fees are welcome to spend open range time on recreational and/or marksmanship practice using an available range lane.

Any member permitted to do so may use club firearms during open range time. Ammunition for club firearms is available from the club at cost (while supplies are available) or members can provide their own suitable ammunition for use with these firearms. Members may also bring their own properly functioning firearms for use during open range time as long as they meet the posted Izaak Walton League indoor range requirements.  

During open range time, lanes are available on a first-come, first-served basis until the end of the meeting. Once a member (or trial member) occupies a lane, they can shoot up to fifty (50) rounds before they must relinquish their lane to any waiting members. If there are no members waiting for open lanes, this process continues until a member is waiting or open range time expires.

Safety is a primary concern of Rifle and Pistol Club. If at any time a member creates a safety hazard, they may be counseled, asked to leave for the evening, or removed from club membership entirely without any reimbursement of dues or fees.

Following conclusion of the weekly meeting, the range and club firearms must be cleaned to conditions prior to the evening’s usage as best as possible by participating members. There are appropriate containers for trash and used, recyclable, brass/nickel casing at the range.  Likewise, appropriate cleaning equipment is available.

Article VI. Officers

The officers of this organization must meet the following requirements:

a. Have a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate students, the minimum GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration. 

b. Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at lest half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.

c. Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b).

The duties of the officers are as follows:

a. President

a. Preside over all meetings

b. Represent organization on campus

c. Ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and Student Activities Center

d. Maintain communication with organization adviser

b. Vice-president

a. Preside over meetings in the absence of the President

b. Schedule meetings/events with appropriate University offices

c. Coordinate organization promotion and publicity of events

c. Secretary

a. Maintain an accurate record of all organization meetings and post for members

b. Maintain membership directory

c. Correspond when necessary with University administration and other recognized organizations

d. Treasurer

a. Maintain accurate record of organization transactions

b. Collect dues if required

c. Develop organization budget and present to membership for ¾ vote

d. Cosign organization checks along with the Adviser

e. Arrange fundraising opportunities for the organization

f. Solicits additional funding if needed from the Student Government

g. Association in conjunction with the President

e. Adviser

a. Maintain communication and meet with officer(s) regularly

b. Awareness and approval of financial expenditures

c. Ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and Student Activities Center

Elections for Officers and Advisors will take place at the end of the spring semester and are valid for one year. Candidates for Advisor will be selected by the officers and voted on by all members by a majority hand vote before the new officers have been elected. Candidates for officers are selected by nomination from members or themselves. All candidates are elected by a majority hand vote.

Removal of Officers or Adviser:
Officers or advisers may be removed from office by ½ vote of the other officers and ¾ of the general membership if actions are deemed inappropriate by the membership. The officer is permitted to speak before the Executive Committee and the general membership about the charges made concerning his/her performance. The officer is not permitted to participate in the deliberation of the Executive Committee regarding the charges.

Replacement of Officer or Adviser:
If an officer or adviser is removed the replacement procedure is the same as the election procedure described in Article VI.  It shall take place at the first meeting following the removal of the previous officer/adviser. 
Article VII. Finances

All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through an account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office). All funds must be deposited within 24 hours after collection. The Adviser to this organization and one organization Officer must approve each expenditure and the Adviser must sign each expenditure before payment.

Article VIII. Amendments & Ratification

If this constitution is amended or ratified, it will be submitted within 10 days to the Student Activities Center for approval if amended or final approval if ratified.
