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AGRICULTURAL AND BIOSYSTEMS ENGINEERING GRADUATE ORGANIZATION CONSTITUTION
Article I Name 
The name of this organization shall be Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering Graduate Organization at Iowa State University (ABEGO). 

Article II Purpose & Goals 
Section One: The purpose of this organization is to:

· Obtain better communication among graduate students.  

· To promote communication between faculty and graduate students.  

· To consider issues of graduate concern in Ag Engineering and Industrial Education and Technology.  

· To enhance the quality of graduate education in Ag Engineering and Industrial Education and Technology at ISU.  
Section Two: Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering Graduate Organization abides by and supports established Iowa State University policies, State and Federal Laws. 
Article III Membership 
To become eligible as a member, status as a graduate student in the Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering department is required.  Iowa State University and ABEGO does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, sex, marital status, disability or status as a U.S. Veteran. 
Article IV Officers 
President:
Shall call and conduct meetings of the Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering Organization (ABEGO).


Shall oversee the operation of ABEGO.

Vice-President:
Shall aid and assist the President.


Shall substitute for the President during his or her absence.

Treasurer:
Shall monitor and arrange for the safe keeping of the monies collected and disbursed by ABEGO.


Shall provide an accounting of ABEGO monies to the membership.

Secretary:
Shall maintain a record of ABEGO activities.

Shall maintain a file of information (e.g. ABE graduate handbook, etc.) of relevance to ABEGO.

Article V Election of Office and Officer Requirements  
Officers shall be elected by simple majority vote of present meeting members.  Term of office shall be one year (May to May).

The adviser will be the DOGE of the Department of Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering. The term of  for the adviser will be limited by the DOGE term.
Duties:
Adviser
• Maintain communication and meet with officer(s) regularly
• Awareness and approval of financial expenditures
• Ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and Student Activities Center

The officers of ABEGO must meet the following requirements:

(a) Have a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate, graduate, and professional students, the minimum GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration. 
(b) Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time(six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.
(c) Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b)."

1. Removal of Officers or Adviser


Officers or advisers may be removed from office by ½ vote of the other officers and ¾ of the general membership if actions are deemed inappropriate by the membership. The officer is permitted to speak before the Executive Committee and the general membership about the charges made concerning his/her performance. The officer is not permitted to participate in the deliberation of the Executive Committee regarding the charges.

Replacement of Officer or Adviser

If an officer or adviser is removed the replacement procedure is the same as the election procedure described in Article V.  It shall take place at the first meeting following the removal of the previous officer/adviser. 
 
Article V. Finances 
Membership dues of ABEGO are $5.00 per semester.

All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organization Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (which must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office).  All funds must be deposited within 24 hours after collection.  The ABEGO advisor(s) must approve and sign each expenditure before payment.
Article VI. Amendments & Ratification 
This constitution shall be effective upon approval by ABEGO.  Ratified constitutions will be submitted within 10 days of approval to the Student Activities Center for final approval.  To validate this constitution, the signature of the ABEGO President and primary Advisor is required and Approved by the Assistant Director of Student Activities. 
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