The Constitution of

The Glorious Order of the Sextant

Preamble

We the members of the United States Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps, in order to prepare ourselves as educated men and women, to encourage physical and mental well being, and to promote and further the interests and prestige of the United States Naval activities at Iowa State University, do hereby ordain and adopt this constitution for the professional service fraternity hereinafter established; which by upholding the customs and traditions of the United States Naval Service and the Iowa State University, shall strive for the attainment of these purposes.

Article I
Section 1

There is hereby created at Iowa State University a professional service fraternity to be known as “The Glorious Order of the Sextant,” which, subject to the provisions of this constitution and its appended bylaws, shall cooperate to the fullest extent and in every degree with the Iowa State University Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Unit, with the officers stationed at said unit, and with the administration of Iowa State University.

Article II
The purpose of this organization shall be to carry out those aims set fourth in this constitution by such specific functions as may be traditional, and by those honorary and social functions and obligations so designated from time to time to further strengthen a spirit of cooperation; to promote the interests, scope and prestige of this fraternity and of the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps. The Glorious Order of the Sextant will abide by and support all established Iowa State University policies, as well as all State and Federal Laws.

Article III
Section 1

Any registered student at Iowa State University is eligible to advance their name for consideration to be invited to become a member provided that he or she meets the following qualifications:

1. He or she shall have an average performance grade in the top half of his or her class during the previous semester or above a 2.75 cumulative G.P.A. unless special circumstances arise.  The minimum acceptable cumulative GPA is 2.00.
2. He or she demonstrates physical and mental prowess.

If said requirements are met, active members shall vote on candidates.

Section 2

Any person who has a marked interest in the organization and who has evidenced such interest by his or her continued and outstanding contributions toward the doctrines set forth in the preamble to this constitution may be admitted to status of Honorary Member by a unanimous vote.

Section 3

New member induction process see appendix i

Article IV

Section 1

The officers of this organization shall be:

1. President

2. Vice President

3. Treasurer

4. Secretary

5. Committee Heads

Section 2

It shall be the duty of the President to act as a liaison to the Unit Staff; to enforce a due observance of the Constitution, bylaws, Rules and Regulations; to offer for consideration all motions regularly made; to apportion duties in advance; to call all meetings and ensure meeting proceedings adhere to proper Roberts Rules of Order, and to perform such duties as the office may require.

Section 3

It shall be the duty of the Vice President to preside in the absence of the President and to perform the duties of that office; to preside over meetings of this organization and ensure meeting proceedings adhere to proper Roberts Rules of Order; to decide all questions of order; to insure that proper steps be taken against violations of this constitution, paying special attention to attendance.

Section 4

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep and maintain all the financial records of the organization.  The Treasurer shall read, understand, and abide by the “Treasurer’s Duties” as outlined in the Student Organizations Resource Manual (SORM).  The Treasurer shall be responsible for collecting dues and other fees as specified.  The Treasurer shall be responsible for all vouchers.

Section 5

It shall be the duties of the Secretary to keep minutes of meetings and the records of the organization.  The Secretary shall create and distribute a register of the names of members as needed and keep attendance records for all meetings.  Finally, the Secretary shall publish information regarding the times and locations of events and meetings.

Section 6

It shall be the duty of the Committee Heads to coordinate and execute their assigned activities for the Glorious Order of the Sextant.  The Committee heads shall work closely with the Sextant staff to ensure that all activities are in accordance with the doctrine laid forth in the preamble of this Constitution. Various committees include but are not limited to: Boot Week/New Member Development, Fund Raising, Community Service, and ISU VEISHEA.

Section 7

The President, Vice President, and Treasurer shall constitute the Executive Council, which shall work with the Faculty Advisor in administration and planning for the organization.

Section 8

All officers of the Glorious Order of the Sextant shall be required to maintain no less than a 2.80 cumulative GPA during the semester prior to and as well as their time in office. It is also required that they be an active member for at least 1 semester prior to their appointment. All officers are required to be full time students at Iowa State University during the semester preceding and during their time in office.
All officers shall be required to be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.

Failure to meeting either of these requirements will result in the member becoming ineligible to hold office in the Glorious Order of the Sextant.

Section 9
A faculty member shall be invited by the members to act as an advisor, subject to the approval of the Professor of Naval Science.  The duties of the advisor shall be as follows; he or she shall attend regular meetings and special events when requested, and he or she shall act as a liaison between the active members of the Glorious Order of the Sextant and the Unit Staff.  The faculty advisor will also be responsible for keeping abreast of all Sextant activities.

The faculty advisor of the Glorious Order of the Sextant shall be rotated every 2 years.  The advisor will be appointed by the Professor of Naval Science, and shall be voted upon by all active members.  Should the active members fail to approve the advisor, they shall request that a new advisor be appointed by the Professor of Naval Science.  This same procedure shall be used if the active members deem a change of advisor is necessary as well.

Article V
Section 1

All monies belonging to the Glorious Order of the Sextant will be accounted for monthly by the Treasurer of the organization.  All financial decisions made by the club will be subject to approval by the faculty advisor.  All finances shall be used for the benefit of the organization and of the NROTC Battalion.

Section 2
All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office). All funds must be deposited within 48 hours after

collection. The Adviser to this organization must approve and sign each expenditure before payment.
Section 3

All current members of the Glorious Order of the Sextant will be required to pay dues each year.  The dues will be collected at the first meeting of the Spring Semester.  The annual dues for each member are 15 dollars.
Article VI
The Executive Council shall make such bylaws for the organization as it may deem necessary and proper, and may amend, alter, or strike out the same.  These bylaws must be presented to and passed by two-thirds of the quorum present at a regular meeting.

Any member in good standing may propose an amendment to this Constitution.  Such proposed amendments shall be referred to the Executive Council for consideration and shall be presented at the next meeting for discussion and vote.  If approved by two-thirds of the total membership present, it shall become valid and binding as part of the Constitution.

Article VII

Sextant Society meeting will be conducted in accordance to Roberts Rules of Order and United States Navy Tradition

Bylaws of the Glorious Order of the Sextant
1. Meetings will be held at least once each month during the academic year.  The meeting time and place will be decided at the beginning of the fall semester.  The President of the organization may call special meetings at any time.  The President of the organization may cancel a regular meeting.

2. Meetings of the Executive Council will be called at the discretion of the President.

3. A quorum for a business meeting shall consist of two-thirds of the active members.

4. Election of officers shall be by poll of the members assembled and shall take place at the last regular meeting of the fall semester.  Any member may make a nomination at this meeting as he or she sees fit.

5. The President shall be empowered to appoint committees, both standing and special, as he or she deems necessary.

6. The President shall be empowered to make minor expenditures not to exceed twenty-five dollars without the approval of the membership assembled.

7. Special assessment upon the members may be passed for the purpose of financing social or other activities or for filling a deficit in the treasury, provided the motion receives a two-thirds affirmative vote of the members present at a regular meeting.
8. Any member may be removed from office, from membership, or both, by a two-thirds vote of the total membership, provided a written petition containing substantial evidence to support the charges and has been seconded and been submitted to the Executive Council and has been read at a regular or special meeting.
9. Any member who plans to miss a meeting or a special activity shall inform a member of the Executive Council prior to the absence, to be acted upon by the council.  Failure to comply with the above will constitute an unexcused absence.

10. Any members who have complied with the attendance requirements set forth in bylaw 9 shall enjoy good standing.
11. In the event that any one member collects, in the period of one semester, four unexcused absences, charges will be brought against him or her by the Executive Council.

12. Any member in good standing may propose an amendment to these bylaws.  The amendment may not be voted upon until the next regular business meeting and must furthermore receive two-thirds affirmative vote of the members present in order to become valid and binding as part of these bylaws.

13. The members of the Glorious Order of the Sextant shall conduct at least one service project during the course of each semester for the benefit of the ISU NROTC Unit, Iowa State University, the city of Ames, or the greater community.

14. The members of the Glorious Order of the Sextant shall conduct at least two activities to promote the prestige of the Naval Service and further the member’s training as future naval officers each academic year.

15. The rights of an honorary member of the Glorious Order of the Sextant shall be as follows; he or she may attend all Sextant meetings and activities upon request of actives, however, he or she shall not be eligible to vote or hold an office within the organization.
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