Constitution of the Kappa Tau Alpha Society
Iowa State University Chapter

Greenlee School of Journalism and Communication

Article I. Name and Purpose

1. This Society shall be known as Kappa Tau Alpha, national society honoring scholarship in journalism and mass communication. It is organized for the recognition and encouragement of scholarship and good character among students of journalism in American colleges and universities in which there are properly conducted schools and departments of journalism and mass communication.  
Article II. Government, Officers and Adviser(s) 
1. The authority of the united chapters shall reside in the National Council of the organization.

2. The constitution of the Iowa State University chapter must conform to the constitution of the national society. The national provisions shall take precedence over local regulations in all cases.

3. The National Council may revoke charters for cause.

4. The National Council shall consist of the faculty advisers of chapters in good standing and such other members of the society as they may select. 

5. The Iowa State University Chapter shall have an adviser, selected and appointed from the available pool of faculty members and appointed in consultation between the Chapter Executive Committee and members from the available pool of faculty members. The adviser appointment shall be a renewable five-year term of office. The chapter adviser serves as a member and representative of the chapter to the National Council. Advisers shall be faculty members and must be employed at Iowa State University on at least a half-time basis. Adviser will be required to complete the Student Activities Center’s Adviser Training Program and sign the Adviser Contract annually.

6. The Iowa State Chapter shall have a president and treasurer to be held by two distinct individuals, in keeping with ISU Organizations policy. Other leadership positions are optional. The president and treasurer (and other officers when appropriate) must be trained annually through the ISU Organizations officer training program. Positions will filled from the available pool of faculty members and appointed in consultation between the Chapter Executive Committee and members. After initial appointment, officers will serve staggered, renewable terms of three years. The presidential appointment will terminate one academic year before the treasurer’s appointment ends.
The president and treasurer, serving with the adviser, constitute the Chapter Executive Committee. Together they provide leadership and financial oversight for the Iowa State University Chapter, its initiation and other activities. In keeping with national guidelines, the Chapter subscribes to the philosophy of Kappa Tau Alpha as an honor society, engaging only in activities that enhance member scholarship. The Chapter will not establish an on-going slate of activities that competes for member time and energies. 
7. In the event of resignation or death of any officer before his or her term expires, the ISU Chapter remaining officer(s) and adviser shall appoint a successor for the unexpired portion of the term. Adviser(s) and officer(s) may be removed from their positions for cause, such as inappropriate behavior or academic dishonesty, following careful evaluation of the circumstances and 2/3 vote of the Executive Committee and faculty membership. 

8. The National Office will place on the inactive list any chapter that fails to initiate in two consecutive years.

Article III. Chapter Operations and Fiscal Responsibilities
1. The president, treasurer (and other officers, as appropriate) and adviser(s) shall inform their membership of National Council and Iowa State University policies affecting the Chapter and provide assurance that the Chapter will comply with these policies. The president, treasurer (and other officers, as appropriate) and adviser(s) will verify that the Chapter follows all local, state and federal laws.

2. Annually the Chapter must provide the full names, local home addresses, local home addresses, local phone numbers and e-mail addresses of the president, treasurer (and other officers, as appropriate) and three additional student and/or faculty members and adviser(s). This contact information must be kept current in the Student Activities Center through the use of the Student Organization website and Recognition Application signature form. 

3. Grievances within the Chapter shall be reviewed when needed by the Government of the Student Body Supreme Court, as outlined in the ISU Student Organization Recognition policies. 

4. The Chapter should submit any amendments to the Constitution and bylaws to the Student Activities Center by the end of each academic or fiscal year (June 30). 

5. The Chapter must maintain financial accounts with the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and must conduct all financial transactions through this office. The Chapter may not hold accounts out of the University unless authorized by Campus Organizations Accounting Office and the Student Activities Center. All funds must be deposited within 48 hours after collection. The adviser must approve and sign each expenditure before payment. 
Article IV. Elections and Membership

1. Membership shall be open to all majors in journalism and mass communication or advertising that meet national criteria, as outlined below.
a. Undergraduates who have completed at least five semesters or eight quarters of college/university work, who rank in the upper ten percent of their class are eligible for membership but not more than ten percent of the total junior-senior group may hold membership at one time.

b. No student shall be considered for membership until he or she has at least nine hours of credit in professional courses in journalism or advertising.
c. In the computation of averages the GPA for all college courses shall be counted. In addition, the initiate shall have at least a 3.00 (B) average in upper-division journalism/mass communication/advertising courses.

d. Grades in journalism courses earned before a student enters the Greenlee School of Journalism and Communication may be counted in computing averages.

e. Graduate students of superior attainment who are primarily enrolled in journalism/mass communication may be elected to membership (but no more than ten percent of the total graduate enrollment excluding those who are already KTA members).

f. Alumni who were graduated before the chapter was established may be initiated if their grades justify it.

g. The Chapter may elect on the basis of scholarship and character members of the journalism and mass communication and advertising programs. Students may not vote on them.

2. Elections shall be based on no other considerations than scholarship and character. Students may not vote on new members; students will be chosen by the faculty and alumni affiliated with the chapter. A two-thirds vote of the faculty shall elect. 
3. The Chapter can add more rigorous requirements than the above national criteria.

4. The Chapter must have at least five members, to be in good standing with the Iowa State Organizations Recognition policy. 

5. The Chapter may expel members for cause, such as inappropriate behavior or academic dishonesty, following careful evaluation of the circumstances and 2/3 vote of the on-campus membership. 
6. Alumni may participate in the activities of the Chapter, providing they do not make up a majority of voting members. 

Article V. Honorary Members
1. The Chapter may elect honorary members at their discretion from among persons whose scholarly qualities have distinguished them in media.
Articles VI. Reports
1. Reports in connection with chapter business, such as initiation, payment of fees, and officers’ reports shall be given attention and necessary acknowledgements made. The Chapter shall meet to conduct business bearing on the various reports, initiations, elections, etc.

Article VII. Amendments

1. Amendments may originate with any member of the Chapter. A question voted on once may not be submitted again without the consent of the officers and adviser. A two-thirds vote is necessary to pass such an amendment.

Bylaws

1. No person shall be initiated before paying his or her national fees. Fees also must be paid for faculty and honorary members. The chapter will determine who pays, the honorees or the chapter. These fees shall be collected and proper forms filled out before the initiation starts. Each member paying the fee is entitled to privileges of membership, a membership card, an engraved certificate, the current Newsletter, and other services and benefits of the society.

2. The chapter officers and adviser may authorize a chapter to remain active and elect members during a summer term.
3.  Dues are set by the National Council and paid to the national office at initiation. The Chapter dues are paid concurrent with national dues, also prior to initiation. Dues are one-time, life-time membership dues.

June 9, 2010

Greenlee School of Journalism and Communication

Iowa State University

Michael Dahlstrom, President

Marcia Prior-Miller, Adviser 
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