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PREAMBLE


Sigma Chapter of Sigma Pi Fraternity, International will abide by Iowa State University rules and regulations, state and federal laws.


TO THE END that school fellowship might be cultivated, the general knowledge of its brothers extended, the cause of education advanced, literary culture promoted, and a high degree of school excellence maintained, The Sigma Pi Fraternity, International was founded by James Thompson Kingsbury, William Raper Kennedy, George Martin Patterson, and Rolin Roscoe James, at Vincennes University, Vincennes, Indiana on the twenty-sixth day of February, A.D. 1897.

ARTICLE I

NAME


The name of this organization shall be known as Sigma Pi Fraternity International, Sigma Chapter 


(hereafter referred to as Sigma Pi).

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE


The purpose of this organization shall be the following:



1.  To establish brotherhood between its members;



2.  To establish and maintain an atmosphere of learning;



3.  To aid its members in the development of character;



4.  To promote and practice civic responsibility;



5.  To uphold and promote the ideals of Sigma Pi International.

ARTICLE III

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP

Section 1


In order to be a regular member the individual must be a male enrolled at Iowa State University 

as an undergraduate student, provided the following conditions are met:


1.  The individual must not be a member of another Greek social organization;


2.  The individual must give proper attention to the interests of Sigma Pi;


3.  The individual must regard Sigma Pi with spirit of sincerity and respect, and give 


      considerations to its teachings and ideals;


4.  The individual must meet all financial obligations promptly and fully;


5.  The individual must perform tasks that may be assigned for the good of Sigma Pi;


6.  The individual must behave at all times as a gentleman;


7.  The individual must strive at all times to cooperate for the good of Sigma Pi;


8.  The individual must meet scholarship requirements outlined in Article XII;


9.  The individual must participate in worthwhile college-sponsored activities.

Section 2

Graduate students participating in the social and other activities of the Chapter may be granted Active status by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmation vote of the Chapter.

Section 3

Men who have assented to become brothers and who have been elected to membership, but who have not been initiated into the Fraternity, shall be known as Pledges.

ARTICLE IV

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP

Section 1
Description of an Honorary Member

An honorary member shall be classified as a male who has established the ideals of Sigma Pi in an 
exemplary fashion. 

Section 2
Determination of an Honorary Member

To be considered a honorary member, the individual must have received the unanimous affirmation 
vote of all active brothers.

Section 3
Restrictions of Honorary Membership

The following restrictions shall apply to honorary membership:



1.  The honorary member may not hold an office in Sigma Pi;



2.  The honorary member may not participate in any regular, emergency, or executive meetings;



3.  The honorary member may not wear any Greek letters that would identify him as a member  


of Sigma Pi Fraternity;



4.  The honorary member may not vote in any matter concerning Sigma Pi.

ARTICLE V

OFFICERS

Section 1
Description of Officers

The officers of Sigma Pi shall be Sage (president), who presides over all meetings, ensures that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and the Student Activities Center and maintains communication with the organizations advisor as well as University offices; First Counselor (sergeant at arms), who maintains correspondence with Chapter alumni and polices all Chapter meetings; Second Counselor (vice-president and chaplain), who will preside over meetings in the absence of the Sage and schedule regular meetings with Committee chairs; Third Counselor (treasurer), who maintains an accurate record of organization transactions, collects dues if needed, develops an organization budget and arranges fundraising opportunities for the organization; Fourth Counselor (secretary), who maintains an accurate record of all organization meetings and makes the records available to active members as well as maintains a membership directory and corresponds when necessary with University administration and recognized organizations; Herald (historian), who is responsible for maintaining fraternity tradition and ritual.

Section 2
Term of Officers

All officers of the Chapter shall serve for the term of one year from and after the last meeting of the 
fall semester.  An Officer may not serve more than two successive terms in the same position.

ARTICLE VI

CHAPTER ADVISOR

Section 1
Description of Chapter Advisor

The Chapter Advisor is someone appointed by the National Office to maintain communication with Chapter officers and meet with them regularly, be aware of the Chapter's financial expenditures and approve them, and ensure that the Chapter is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and the Student Activities Center.

Section 2
Term of Chapter Advisor

The term of the Chapter Advisor is regulated by the National Office as well as his/her ability to meet the requirements of the position. 

ARTICLE VII

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Section 1
Offices for Which Elections Shall be Held

Elections will be held for the following officers, and will occur in the following order:



1.  Sage



2.  Second Counselor



3.  Third Counselor



4.  Fourth Counselor



5.  First Counselor



6.  Herald

Section 2a
Time and Location of Nominations

Nominations for general elections shall occur during a regularly scheduled chapter meeting six weeks 
before the last chapter meeting of the fall semester.  The slate shall be read and further nominations will 

be taken during the regular chapter meeting five weeks before the last chapter meeting of the fall 
semester.

Section 2b
Time and Location of Elections

Elections will occur within one week following the closing of nominations at a time determined by a 
majority vote at the previous chapter meeting.

Section 2c
Election Proceedings


All nominees for a given position will present the chapter with an election speech.  While a nominee is 
presenting his speech, all other nominees will leave the room.  When all speeches are completed, the 
nominees will again leave the room and the chapter will hold discussion for each nominee.  When all 
discussion is complete, all nominees will return and balloting will occur.  A candidate must receive 
a majority of the votes cast.  If necessary, successive ballots will be called for until one candidate receives
the majority of the votes.

Section 2d
Method of Voting


Voting will be by secret ballots distributed by the Fourth Counselor.  Ballots will be collected by the First 
Counselor and counted in private by the Sage and the First Counselor.  If any officer involved in the 
voting procedure is a nominee for the position in question, his duties for the voting procedure will be 
assumed by an officer who is not a nominee.

Section 2e
Assuming of Duties

The newly elected officers will assume the duties of their elected positions at the end of the last chapter 
meeting of the fall semester after being installed.

Section 3
Vacancies


If a brother must vacate a position either elected or appointed, a notice of two weeks shall be requested.  
If such a notice is impossible to give, then an appointment to fill that position shall be made by the 
executive committee at the next regular meeting following the brother’s resignation.  At the meeting 
following the brother’s resignation, nominations shall be taken to fill the position.  A special election to 
fill the vacant position shall be held two weeks following the resignation, unless this vacancy occurs 
in the last month of the fall semester, in which case the executive committee’s appointment shall be 
effective until the next regular election.

ARTICLE VIII

COMMITTEES

Section 1
Executive Committee

The Executive Committee (also referred to as the Executive Board) shall consist of the six (6) elected 
officers of Sigma Pi.  They shall act upon matters of business that arise between general meetings.  A 
weekly Executive Committee meeting shall be held in addition to general chapter meetings.  The Sage 
shall act as the chairman of the Executive Board.

Section 2
Standing Committees

The following shall be the standing committees of Sigma Chapter:



Rush


Philanthropy

New Member Education



Social


Scholarship

Risk Management



Standards

Serenade

Intramural Athletics



Brotherhood

Finance

Appointments for the next semester’s chairmen are to be announced at the final meeting of the previous 
semester.

Section 3
Special Committees

The purpose of a special committee is to perform a specific function, determined by the Executive 
Committee.  Special Committee chairmen will be appointed pursuant Article VII Section 4.  The term 
of a special committee shall be as long as the committee’s function remains unfulfilled.

Section 4
Committee Chairman

A brother wishing to be considered for a committee chairman must petition the Executive Committee at 
a time designated by the Executive Board prior to the last meeting of each semester.  The Executive 
Committee must then vote and appoint the chairmen through a majority vote.  All appointments are to 
be approved by Chapter vote.  The term of a committee chairman shall be one year.  An individual 
may not hold a particular chairman position more than two consecutive years.

Section 5a
Committee Reports

Each committee must report verbally on its progress at each general meeting.  These reports shall be 
submitted by the committee chairmen.

Section 5b
Written Committee Reports

Each committee must report in writing, to the Second Counselor, its progress of the past semester 
prior to the last general meeting of each semester.

Section 6
Ex-Officio Membership

The Second Counselor shall be an ex-officio member of every committee except the Executive 
Committee, of which he is a full member.

ARTICLE IX

NEGLECT OF DUTY

Section 1
Chapter Officers

Any officer who fails to perform his appointed duties in an acceptable manner may be removed from his 
position.  Grounds for removal must be submitted verbally and in writing to the Executive Committee 
at a general chapter meeting.  A two-thirds (2/3) vote of all active members shall be required to remove 
any elected officer.

Section 2
Committee Chairmen

Any Committee Chairman who fails to perform his appointed duties in an acceptable manner may be 
removed from his position.  Grounds for removal must be submitted verbally and in writing to the 
Executive Committee at a general chapter meeting.  A two-thirds (2/3) vote of all active members or a 
majority vote by the Executive Meeting shall be required to remove a committee chairman. 

ARTICLE X

MEETINGS

Section 1
Classification of Meetings

There shall be three classifications of meetings:  general, emergency, and executive committee.

Section 1a
General Meetings

General meetings shall take place once a week at a time and place determined by the executive 
committee within the first two weeks of each semester.  

Section 1b
Emergency Meetings

Emergency meetings shall be held whenever deemed necessary by the executive committee or by a 
request of ten (10) percent of the active brothers (submitted in writing to the executive committee).  The 
time and place for such a meeting shall be determined by the Executive Board.

Section 1c
Executive Meetings

Executive meetings shall take place weekly at a time and place set forth by the Executive Committee.

Section 2
Parliamentary Procedure

Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the recognized standard of conduct and the authority on all 
parliamentary procedure not covered by this constitution and its by-laws.

Section 3
Order of Business

The following shall be the order of business at every general meeting, unless suspended by a two-thirds 
(2/3) majority vote of those present.



1.  Call to order



2.  Roll call



3.  Sage’s Report



4.  Second Counselor’s Report



5.  Third Counselor’s Report



6.  Fourth Counselor’s Report



7.  First Counselor’s Report



8.  Herald’s Report



9.  Standing Committee reports



10.  Special Committee reports



11.  Special announcements





12.  Old business



13.  New business



14.  Good of the chapter



14.  Adjournment

Section 4
Quorum Requirements

A quorum for all general and emergency meetings of Sigma Pi shall consist of at least sixty percent 
(60%) of all active members.


A quorum for the executive committee shall be eighty percent (80%) of its members in attendance.

ARTICLE XI

JUDICIAL PROGRAM


Within two weeks of the first chapter meeting of each semester, the Standards Committee will draft a 
judicial program.  This program will be enacted immediately following Executive Committee approval.

ARTICLE XII

NEW MEMBER EDUCATION

Section 1
New Member Program
Within two weeks of the first chapter meeting of each semester, the New Member Education Committee will draft a pledge program that does not exceed eight (8) weeks in length.  This program will be enacted immediately following Executive Committee approval.

Section 2
Requirements for Activation

In order to become an active member of Sigma Chapter of Sigma Pi, all pledges must:



1.  Desire to become an active member of Sigma Pi.



2.  Complete all requirements outlined in the pledge program.



3.  Meet the requirements of Sigma Pi Fraternity, International



4.  Achieve a level of academic progress deemed acceptable by the Chapter.

ARTICLE XIII

SCHOLARSHIP

Section 1
Grade Point Average Requirement

Active members of Sigma Pi are required to maintain a semester grade point average of 2.50.  Failure to 
achieve a semester grade point average of 2.50 will result in that member being placed on academic 
probation for a period of six weeks.

Section 2 
Listing of Members on Academic Probation

A list of members on academic probation shall be read at the first regularly scheduled chapter meeting 
after grades are available.

Section 3
Removal From Chapter By Academic Probation

If a member’s semester grade point average remains less than 2.50 for more than one consecutive 
semester, that member will remain on academic probation and their active status of Sigma Pi will be 
subject to review by the chapter with recommendations from the scholarship and standards committees.  
This active membership review will be by secret ballot and will require two-thirds (2/3) chapter 
approval to remove a member in question from active status.

ARTICLE XIV

FINANCE

Section 1
Dues

Dues for being involved with the Fraternity and living in the Chapter's available House shall not exceed $3,400.00 per semester and dues for out-of-house membership shall not exceed $450.00 per semester.

Section 2
Accounting
All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office).

ARTICLE XV

PROBATION

Section 1
Financial Probation

If at any time a member of Sigma Chapter (active or pledge) owes the fraternity more than $100 for more 
than sixty (60) days, that member will be placed on financial probation.


Section 1a



A member on financial probation will have no voting privileges.



A member on financial probation will be required to perform extra work hours for all house 


work parties.


Section 1b



A member will be removed from financial probation when his house bill is less than $50 or he 


works out a payment plan with the Third Counselor and the judicial committee.


Section 1c



All members of Sigma Chapter are required to have a zero balance with the chapter at the end of 


each semester.

Section 2
Academic Probation

A member will be placed on academic probation as outlined in Article XII Section 1.


Section 2a



A member on academic probation may not participate in any social activities planned by the 


social committee for a period of six weeks.


Section 2b



A member on academic probation may participate in major social activities if the member 


formally presents a motion to do so and receives chapter approval.

Section 3
Disciplinary Probation

If at any time a member shows disrespect to the Fraternity, chapter house, or publicly conducts himself 
in a manner unbecoming of a member of Sigma Pi, that member may be subject to disciplinary 
probation.  A member may be placed on disciplinary probation as decided by the Standards Committee 
and the Executive Committee.  The period of time that a member remains on disciplinary probation will 
also be decided by the Standards Committee and the Executive Committee.


Section 3a



Members on disciplinary probation:




1.  May not attend any social functions scheduled by the Social Committee;




2.  Will loose all voting privileges.


Section 3b

The Standards Committee may assess fines and penalties to members on disciplinary probation as deemed necessary.


Section 3c

With a recommendation by the Standards and Executive Committees, the active status of a member on disciplinary probation may be brought before the chapter.  A two-thirds (2/3) chapter 
vote is required for removing a member from active status.

ARTICLE XVI

EXTENDING BIDS

Section 1
Chapter Approval

Each prospective member who is a candidate for pledgeship in the Fraternity shall be voted upon by 
secret ballot of the chapter.  The candidate will be approved for pledgeship by the affirmation vote of 
two-thirds (2/3) of the quorum present.

Section 2
Voting Procedure

Voting shall be by secret ballot.  No absentee voting will be allowed.

Section 3
Authority of Rush Chairs

If a quorum can not be assembled during the summer months when Sigma Chapter does not have 
regularly scheduled meetings, the rush chairs may make the decision to extend a bid to a prospective 
member.

Section 4
Time and Location of Balloting

Balloting for Pledgeship shall be held during a regularly scheduled general meeting of the Chapter.  This 
section of Article IX may be temporarily suspended upon the affirmation vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the 
quorum present.

ARTICLE XVII

CONVOCATIONS OF THE GRAND CHAPTER


Sigma Chapter is entitled to representation in the Convocation of the Fraternity by two (2) delegates.  
The Chapter Sage shall be the first delegate.  A second delegate and an alternate shall be elected by 
majority vote of the Chapter.

ARTICLE XVIII

BYLAWS


Bylaws may be adopted by the Chapter by a majority vote of the quorum present.  Bylaws may be 
amended or repealed in the same manner.

ARTICLE XIV

AMENDMENTS


This Constitution shall be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of all active members.  Written notice of 
any proposed amendment must be filed with the Executive Committee at a regular chapter meeting.  
The proposed amendment must be discussed at the next regular chapter meeting.  The proposal will 
then be voted on at the second regularly scheduled chapter meeting after the amendment was first 
presented.
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