The Constitution of the Society of Chemistry Undergraduate Majors (SCUM) at Iowa State University
Article I Name

The name of this organization shall be the Society of Chemistry Undergraduate Majors (SCUM) at Iowa State University.

Article II Purpose and Goals

Section 1:  SCUM is an organization to foster interest in the sciences by performing chemistry demonstrations for youth throughout Iowa.  We wish to show that chemistry is not all text books and equations but is exciting and relevant to everyday life.  We also wish to entertain.  Our shows are also for the enjoyment of our audience.  We also put on an annual spring show, usually during VEISHEA, for the enjoyment of the entire Ames community.  We also promote service and social events, such as our Adopt-a Highway clean-up and SCUM movie nights, which are open to all students.  

Section 2:  The Society of Chemistry Undergraduate Majors abides by and supports established Iowa State University policies, State and Federal Laws.

Article III Membership

Membership shall be open to all registered students at Iowa State University.  Members are required to fill out and return an ISU Medical Information form and Participation Agreement form(see attached) if they wish to participate in club activities.  Participation can be revoked if the member is deemed to have broken the participation agreement.  Membership can be revoked by a 2/3 majority vote of the cabinet if the member has broken their contract.  

Article IV Cabinet

The Cabinet for SCUM can consist of the following officers, each term lasting the duration of one year (May to May, with exception of the faculty advisor) with their duties described below:

President
· Plan the SCUM agenda (with assistance from the SCUM Cabinet).   

· Lead discussions during SCUM meetings.   

· Inform SCUM members of upcoming events via email.   

· Interact with chemistry faculty and the SCUM Faculty Advisor.   

· Assign duties to the SCUM Cabinet and other SCUM members
       (appoint sub-committee chairs when appropriate). 

· Process incoming requests for road shows. 

· Collect MIFs and participation agreements from new members.   

· Speak on SCUM's behalf at performances and meetings with press.   

· Maintain SCUM morale and handle disputes/concerns of members.   

· Know and execute emergency procedures, when necessary. 

· Keep the Old SCUM cabinet, the New SCUM cabinet, and the SCUM closet in order 

· Monitor Cheetos, marshmallows, gummi bears, rubrene, 
       and 9,10-diphenylanthrecene levels 

Vice President(s)

· Act as SCUM President in the absence of the current President.   

· Organize special demo events (e.g. ClubFest, Halloween, VEISHEA).   

· Assist the President in organizing SCUM activities. 

· Perform other duties, as assigned by the President. 

Secretary

· Record meeting minutes and post them on the SCUM website in a punctual manner.   

· Post signs and distribute flyers for SCUM meetings and events.   

· Maintain and update the SCUM website. 

Treasurer

· Maintain the SCUM treasury ledger and deliver a copy to the
    Student Organization Office at the end of the financial year.   

· Bring a blank voucher to SCUM meetings and events.   

· Oversee SCUM spending and inform the President regularly of
    the current account balance.   

· Insure that SCUM members are reimbursed in a timely manner. 

Social Chair(s)

· Act as SCUM President in the absence of the current President.   

· Organize special demo events (e.g. ClubFest, Halloween, VEISHEA).   

· Assist the President in organizing SCUM activities. 

· Perform other duties, as assigned by the President. 

LAS Council Representative

· Attend bi-monthly LAS Council meetings to secure LAS Council funding for SCUM.   

· Inform SCUM of relevant LAS Council news
     (particularly when involving an opportunity for financial gain).   

· Voice the concerns/opinions of SCUM to the LAS Council. 

Faculty Advisor

· Maintain communication and meet with officer(s) regularly, at least twice per semester
· Awareness and approval of financial expenditures
· Ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and Student Activities Center 
· The term of the adviser will be one full year (from August to August).  The adviser will be selected by the officers; a majority vote is needed for an adviser to be selected. If the advisor has not changed from the previous year and no major issues have arisen as noted by officers or general members, then only president and treasurer need approve. 
Graduate Advisor

· Attend SCUM demo training sessions and other events.   

· Oversee and improve SCUM safety procedures during demo
    preparation/performance/cleanup.   

· Insure that the doors to Gilman 0162/0635/0661/0732/1102 and
    the new SCUM cabinet are locked after SCUM meetings.   

· Advise the SCUM President and meet periodically with the Faculty Advisor.   

· Approve new demos and the ongoing SCUM agenda.   

· Verify that MIFs and safety agreements are on file for all SCUM members.   

· Know and execute emergency procedures, when necessary. 

Term of Office:

The term of office will be one year from the beginning of the spring semester at Iowa State University to the next spring semester or until removed.  Terms may be adjusted by a majority vote of active members.  Active members are defined as members who have attended a majority of club events over the past three (3) months.  All officers shall be members of the cabinet.  Cabinet members are expected to set a good example for other SCUM members.  This includes the safe and proper preparation/performance/cleanup of demos and being responsible, respectful behavior in all situations. The cabinet is also expected to attend SCUM meetings and events regularly, including special cabinet meetings.   The cabinet is also to insure that all demos are performed safely and responsibly with respect to scale, setting, engineering controls, and proper training. 

Election to Office:

Elections will occur at the end of every spring semester or as needed to replace officers.  Officers will be elected by majority of active members or plurality if there are to be two (2) filling the position as in the case of social chairs.  If an officer is not elected on the first vote there will be runoff between the two candidates with the greatest number of votes.  Before the election each member on the ballot will be given up to two (2) minutes of speaking time.  The ballot shall be determined at a meeting prior to the election.  All members are eligible to run for any office.  To be placed on the ballot one must be nominated by a member of the club and the nomination must be accepted.  Elections shall be conducted by the president, vice-president, or other member appointed by the president to ensure secret and unbiased elections.  

The officers of this organization must meet the following requirements:

(a) Have a minimum cumulative grade point ratio (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate students, the minimum GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration. 

(b) Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office. 

(c) Set a good example for other SCUM members.  This includes the safe and proper preparation/performance/cleanup of demos and being responsible, respectful behavior in all situations.

(d) Attend SCUM meetings and events regularly, including special cabinet meetings. 
(e) Insure that all demos are performed safely and responsibly with respect to scale, setting, engineering controls, and proper training.  

(f) Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b)."
Removal of Officers or Adviser:
Officers or advisers may be removed from office by ¾ vote of the executive committee if actions are deemed inappropriate by the membership. The officer is permitted to speak before the Executive Committee and the general membership about the charges made concerning his/her performance. The officer is not permitted to participate in the deliberation of the Executive Committee regarding the charges.
Replacement of Officer or Adviser
If an officer or adviser is removed the replacement procedure is the same as the election procedure described above. It shall take place at the first meeting following the removal of the previous officer/adviser. If there is no meeting the following week or procedure cannot be followed for some reason, there is to be a special meeting scheduled within 30 days of dismissal of previous officer. 
Article V Finances

SCUM has no dues but will not deny donations by members or other parties.  Expenses for the club will be paid by voucher or members shall be reimbursed for their payment.  The treasurer will be responsible as per the duties described in Article IV.  All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office).  All funds must be deposited within 24 hours after collection.  The Adviser to this organization must approve and sign each expenditure before payment.  

Article VI Amendments and Ratification

This article shall become upon a ¾ approval of general membership.  The ratified constitution must be submitted to the Student Activities Center within ten (10) days after approval.

If a member wishes to amend this article they must submit a written proposal at one of the regular meetings of this organization.  Said amendment(s) will be made know to the members of SCUM and voted upon at a meeting to be determined by the cabinet.  The vote should not be delayed unreasonably.  A 2/3 majority of active members must approve the amendment in order to adopt it; active members being defined as all who have attended the majority of club events within the past three (3) months.  All amended constitutions shall be submitted to the Student Activities Center within ten (10) days for approval.
