Constitution

of the

Sport Club Council at Iowa State University


























TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….2

SPORT CLUB COUNCIL DESCRIPTION………………………………………………………………………………….2 & 3

RISKS, RULES, ALCOHOL/DRUGS…………………………….………………………………………………………………3

CONSTITUTION OF THE SPORT CLUB COUNCIL…………………………………………………………………...….4-15
Introduction

The Sport Club Council Constitution has been constructed as a resource for sport clubs and their advisors. The Constitution has information on Sport Club Council policies, operating procedures, budgeting, due dates, guidelines, and many other areas of information the clubs will find useful. The officers and advisor(s) of each club should read the Constitution thoroughly. 


Sport Club Council Description

The Sport Club Council is represented within the Sport Club category by Student Engagement. For clubs to be incorporated into the Sport Club Council, they must be affiliated with Recreation Services as a sport club. There are a number of clubs within the Sports & Recreation section that are not in the Sport Club Council. 

For the purpose of this constitution, any club within the Sport Club Council will be known as a sport club. Some clubs do not consider themselves to be a sport, however, for this constitution all clubs will be sport clubs. 

A Sport Club is a recognized ISU Student Organization that has been formed by individual students who are motivated by a common interest and desire to participate in a particular activity. Sport Clubs are meant to be a learning and leadership experience for the members through their involvement in teamwork, fundraising, public relations, organization, administration, budgeting, scheduling, and other organizational activities. Sport Club membership is not intended to be a path to varsity status on Iowa State University Athletics teams. 
 
Each Sport Club is a student-oriented, student-organized and student-run organization whose membership is comprised of undergraduate and graduate students. Other members who meet the membership requirements established by the Sport Clubs office and by each club, may also participate with some limitations. The student members within each club’s structure are responsible for the administration, operation, and activities of their club. 

The Sport Club Council at Iowa State University is designed to serve individual interests in different sport clubs and is student-oriented in every respect. It could be stated that the program is for the students and by the students under the supervision of the Sport Club Council and the Sport Club Advisor.

At Iowa State University a sport club usually develops when several students express a desire to participate in a particular sport activity. Each club has officers and a constitution, keeps official club records, charges dues, may request student government funding, has regular meetings, and has practice sessions and competitions. Each club elects at least one person to be a representative to the Sport Club Council. The Sport Club Council deals primarily with budget decisions, sport club promotion, discipline, administrative policies, and scheduling problems. 

Sport clubs are one of many options available to students as ISU. You are responsible for your actions while participating in these clubs and in all activities associated with these clubs, including transportation. 

The following statements shall define sport clubs and their philosophy:

1. Sport clubs are voluntary in nature.

2. Most sport club members have a chance to exhibit their skills in competitive situations by traveling off campus, by hosting events on the ISU campus, and/or by traveling to other universities with their sport club. The extent of their road game schedule is limited by their interest and/or desires, and their operating budget. 

3. Sport clubs are not affiliated with the ISU Athletic Department and do not typically emphasize recruitment practices, financial aids, scholarships, letters of intent, profits, or extended road trips. 

4. Emphasis is placed on student leadership, and the most successful clubs have outstanding student leaders. The clubs survive and thrive only by means of active student involvement and participation. 


Risks, Rules, Alcohol

There are inherent risks in these sports. Those who participate do so at their own risk and should have the physical ability and skill level necessary to participate safely. 

Participants agree to follow all rules associated with the sport.

Participants are expected to follow the University Alcohol Policy (http://policy.iastate.edu/policy/alcohol/).









ARTICLE I: NAME

1. The name of this organization will be the Sport Club Council at Iowa State University.

ARTICLE II: PURPOSE

1. The purpose of the Sport Club Council is to promote and advise sport clubs at Iowa State University.
2. The goals of this organization are to assist Sport Clubs to operate safely and at a high level to achieve success while effectively managing risk.
3. To achieve these goals, Sport Club Council will meet monthly to provide information and support to sport clubs individually and as a whole. Sport Club Council meetings will consist of information presentations as well as a time for clubs to ask questions and receive answers.

ARTICLE III: STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE

1. Sport Club Council abides by and supports established Iowa State University policies, State and Federal Laws and follows local ordinances and regulations. Sport Club Council agrees to annually complete President’s and Treasurer’s Training.

ARTICLE IV: NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT

1. Iowa State University and Sport Club Council do not discriminate on the basis of genetic information, pregnancy, physical or mental disability, race, ethnicity, sex, color, religion, national origin, age, marital status, sexual orientation, or status as a U.S Veteran.

ARTICLE V: MEMBERSHIP

1. Member clubs of the Iowa State University Sport Club Council must be affiliated with Recreation Services. 
2. Each member club of the Sport Club Council shall have one vote at Sport Club Council meetings.
3. Each member club of the Sport Club Council must attend all Sport Club Council meetings as scheduled, unless otherwise discussed with and approved by the Sport Club Council Executive Board.




ARTICLE VI: EXECUTIVE BRANCH

1. Authority: the Executive authority of the Council shall be vested in the President, who along with the Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer, shall form the Executive Board of the Sport Club Council and shall direct and carry out the affairs of the Sport Club Council. The Sport Club Council Advisor shall be the non – voting member of the Executive Board. 
A. In order to serve in an officer role of the Executive Branch of Sport Club Council, an officer must:
i. Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.

ii. (b) Have a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate, graduate, and professional students, the minimum GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration.

iii. (c) Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b)."

2. Powers of the President: all Executive powers and responsibilities of the Sport Club Council herein granted shall be vested in the President. 

A. Administration: in fulfillment of his/her role as President, he/she shall have sole power and complete responsibility for the effective and efficient administration of the affairs of the Sport Club Council. 

i. Review: the actions of the President may be subject in all cases to review, modification, or reversal by the Sport Club Council.

B. Executive Order: if fulfillment of his/her role as President of the Sport Club Council, the President may choose by Executive Order to put a hold on a club’s activities and/or funds, call special meetings of the Sport Club Council, and establish administrative procedures which he/she deems necessary and proper. 

i. Force: such an Executive Order shall stand until such a time as it may be modified by the Sport Club Council or changed by succeeding Executive Order(s) established by the President. 

ii. Conformance to Law: such an order(s) shall in all cases conform to provisions as set forth in the Constitution and By Laws. 

C. Establishment of Sport Club Council Committees: in fulfillment of his/her role as President of the Sport Club Council, the President shall have the power to appoint whatever committees he/she deems necessary to conduct the business of the Sport Club Council.

i. Removal of Appointees: the President shall have the power over removal of such personnel when and if he/she deems it necessary and proper without resources from the Sport Club Council.

D. Administrative Record: in fulfillment of his/her role as President of the Sport Club Council, the President shall assume responsibility for the assembly of an official Administrative Record, to be prepared in notebook form, at the close of the Administration. 

i. Purpose of the Administrative Record: the purpose of the Administrative Record shall be to serve as the official government historical record of the administration’s work relative to the transactions of the Executives, the Senate, and Judicial branches of the Sport Club Council.

ii. Location: the Administrative Record shall be kept on file in the Sport Club Council Office.

E. Chairperson of the Sport Club Council: the President shall serve as the Chairperson of the Sport Club Council. 

i. Preside over Sport Club Council and Executive Board sessions: in fulfillment of his/her role as Chairperson of the Sport Club Council, the President shall preside over all sessions of the Sport Club Council and the Executive Board.

ii. Special Sessions: the President shall have the power to summon the Sport Club Council into special sessions.

iii. Legislation: the President may from time-to-time draft legislation for members of the Sport Club Council to study and introduce on his/her behalf if they so desire. 

F. Representation of the Sport Club Council: in fulfillment of his/her role as President of the Sport Club Council, the President shall serve as the official representative of the Sport Club Council in all ways deemed appropriate. 

3. Selection of the President:  the President of the Sport Club Council shall be elected by popular vote of the Sport Club Council at large.

4. Tenure of the President: the President shall serve from the meeting following the spring election in April, until them meeting the next spring election in April.

5. Qualifications of the President: any Iowa State University student member of a recognized sports club may be elected President so long as they maintain a 2.0 cumulative G.P.A. at Iowa State University

6. Powers and Responsibilities of the Vice President: all powers and responsibilities of the Sport Club Council herein granted shall be vested in the Vice President. 

A. Administration: the Vice President of the Sport Club Council shall assist the President in the effective and efficient administrations of all Sport Club Council affairs.

B. Vice President of the Sport Club Council: the Vice President shall serve as President of the Sport Club Council in the President’s absence.

i. Preside over Sport Club Council and Executive Board Sessions: in fulfillment of his/her role as Vice President of the Sport Club Council, the Vice President shall preside over all sessions of the Sport Club Council and the Executive Board in the President’s absence.
ii. Special Session: the Vice President shall have the power to summon the Sport Club Council into special session(s) if more than two months lapse between general meetings called by the President.
iii. Legislation: the Vice President may from time-to-time draft legislation for members of the Sport Club Council to study and introduce on his/her behalf if they so desire. 
C. Establishment of Sport Club Council Committees: in fulfillment of his/her role as Vice President of the Sport Club Council, the Vice President shall have the power to appoint whatever committees he/she deems necessary to conduct the business of the Sport Club Council. 
i. Removal of Appointees: the Vice President shall have the power over removal of such personnel when and if he/she deems it necessary and proper without recourse from the Sport Club Council.
D. Officer of Risk Management: in fulfillment of his/her role as Vice President of the Sport Club Council, the Vice President shall be responsible for Risk Management for the Sport Club Council.
i. Risk Management: the Vice President shall be the officer responsible for helping minimize potential risks for club activities, recommending risk management policies or procedures, submitting documentation to ISU’s Risk Management Office and ensuring that proper waivers and background checks are on file with Risk Management for events.
E. Administrative Assistant to the President: in fulfillment of his/her role as Vice President of the Sport Club Council, the Vice President shall serve as the Administrative Assistant to the President.
i. Ex Officio Chair of all Sport Club Council Committees: the Vice President shall serve as the ex officio chair of all Sport Club Council Committees. All Sport Club Council committees shall report to the Vice President, as he/she requires. The Vice President may also call a committee meeting as he/she deems necessary.
ii. Sport Club Council Coordinator: the Vice President shall serve as the developer/coordinator of all Sport Club Council activities. The Sport Club Council Coordinator will make sure all Sport Club Council activities are planned and executed correctly. 
7. Selection of the Vice President: the Vice President of the Sport Club Council shall be elected simultaneously with the President by popular vote of the Sport Club Council at large.
8. Tenure of the Vice President: the Vice President shall serve simultaneously with the President from the meeting following the spring election in April, until the meeting following the next spring election in April.
9. Qualifications of the Vice President: and Iowa State University student member of a recognized sports club may be elected Vice President so long as they maintain a 2.0 cumulative G.P.A. at Iowa State University.
10. Powers and Responsibilities of the Secretary: all powers and responsibilities of the Sports Club Council herein granted shall be vested in the Secretary.
A. Secretary of the Sport Club Council: the Secretary shall serve as the Clerk of the Sport Club Council.
i. Records: the Secretary will maintain a file containing records of the Sport Club Council. 
B. Secretary of the Executive Board: the Secretary shall serve as the Secretary of the Executive Board.
i. Records: the Secretary will maintain a file containing the records of the Executive Board.
C. Secretary of the Judicial Branch: the Secretary shall serve as the Secretary of the Judicial Branch.
i. Records: the Secretary will maintain a file containing the records of the Judicial Branch.
11. Selection of the Secretary: the Secretary of the Sport Club Council shall be elected simultaneously with the President by popular vote of the Sport Club Council at large.
12. Tenure of the Secretary: the Secretary shall serve simultaneously with the President for the meeting following the spring election in April, until the meeting following the next spring election in April.
13. Qualifications of the Secretary: any Iowa State University student member of a recognized sport club may be elected Secretary so long as they maintain a 2.0 cumulative G.P.A. at Iowa State University.
14. Powers and Responsibilities of the Treasurer: all powers and responsibilities of the Sport Club Council herein granted shall be vested in the Treasurer. 
A. Treasurer of the Sport Club Council: the Treasurer of the Sport Club Council shall serve as Treasurer.
i. Records: the Treasurer shall keep accurate and immediate records of the Executive Council financial account and share all records with the Executives.
ii. Fines: the Treasurer shall fine all clubs as directed by the bylaws and shall inform each club of the fine and the reason for the fine and maintain records of all imposed fines.
iii. GSB Finance Committee and Senate: the Treasurer shall attend all pertinent GSB Finance Committee and Senate meetings. 
B. Director of Financial Affairs: the Treasurer of the Sport Club Council shall serve as Treasurer for the Council.
i. Audit: In partnership with the Sport Club Council advisor, the Treasurer shall oversee the review of each club’s account for possible financial mishandling.
ii. Club Account: All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office). All funds must be deposited within 48 hours after collection. The Adviser to this organization must approve and sign each expenditure before payment. The Treasurer will be responsible for the bank account of the Sport Club Council.
15. Selection of the Treasurer: the Treasurer of the Sport Club Council shall be elected simultaneously with the President by popular vote of the Sport Club Council at large. 
16. Tenure of the Treasurer: the Treasurer shall serve simultaneously with the President from the meeting following the spring election in April, until the meeting following the next spring election in April.
17. Qualifications of the Treasurer: any Iowa State University student member of a recognized sport clubs may be elected Treasurer so long as they maintain a 2.0 cumulative G.P.A. at Iowa State University.
18. Succession to Office: the procedure herein established shall serve as a guideline in the event the President, Vice President, Secretary, and/or Treasurer should resign, be removed, or otherwise be unable to carry out and fulfill the powers and responsibilities respectively granted their offices by the provisions of the Constitution.
A. Office of the President: in the event that the President should resign, be removed, or otherwise be unable to carry out and fulfill the powers and responsibilities of the office of President, the Vice President shall assume the title, the powers and the responsibilities of the office of the President of the Sport Club Council.
B. Office of the Vice President: in the event that the Vice President, Secretary, or Treasurer should resign, be removed, or otherwise be unable to carry out and fulfill the responsibilities of their office, the President shall nominate a candidate for said office subject to approval by a majority vote of all seated Representatives.
C. Office of the Secretary: in the event that the Vice President, Secretary, or Treasurer should resign, be removed, or otherwise be unable to carry out and fulfill the responsibilities of their office, the President shall nominate a candidate for said office subject to approval by a majority vote of all seated Representatives.
D. Office of the Treasurer: in the event that the Vice President, Secretary, or Treasurer should resign, be removed, or otherwise be unable to carry out and fulfill the responsibilities of their office, the President shall nominate a candidate for said office subject to approval by a majority vote of all seated Representatives. 
E. Simultaneous Vacancy: in the event both offices of the President and the Vice President should become simultaneously vacant due to resignation or removal, or should both the President and Vice President for any reason be otherwise simultaneously unable to carry out the respective powers and responsibilities as Executives of the Sport Club Council, the Sport Club Council shall call a special general election within 14 days in order to fill the Executive offices of President and Vice President.
i. Acting President: until such a time as the President is elected by the Sport Club Council at large, the Treasurer shall assume the powers and responsibilities of the Office of the President of the Sport Club Council, assuming the title of Acting President. 

19. Impeachment/Removal of the Executives: Officers can be impeached/removed from their position by a vote of club membership. 

i. Grounds for removal include, but are not limited to, failure to uphold the responsibilities of the position, use of derogatory language, bullying, harassment, theft, repeated disruptions during meetings, or any other action deemed unacceptable by the current Student Disciplinary Regulations (Code of Conduct)

ii. Any Exec Board member may initiate the impeachment process by bringing a written request for removal and reasons for removal to the highest-ranking officer not in question for removal. The officers will hold a special meeting with the Advisor to deliberate. 

iii. The officers (excluding the officer in question) and Advisor must have a majority vote of approval of all officers to move the impeachment process to a general membership vote. The officer in question may not be present for the officer vote. Officers will vote by a show of hands.

iv. Officers can be removed from their position by a majority vote of club membership present at the voting meeting. Voting will be conducted by secret ballot at a general meeting. The vote will be announced at least one week prior to the meeting. The voting method will be an anonymous virtual form or secret paper ballot (method decided by officers). The officer in question must be provided a summary of the reasons for removal at least one week in advance of the vote. The officer in question will be allowed to speak to membership for a maximum of 5 minutes before voting occurs. The officer in question will be asked to leave the meeting while deliberation and voting commences. The officer in question will be informed of the results and be allowed access to the ballots if requested. The officer in question may attempt to appeal the results of the vote by contacting the Advisor of the organization and submitting a written statement. The advisor must respond with their decision within 10 days. No secondary appeals will be permitted.

ARTICLE VII: LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

I. Authority: the Legislative authority of the Sport Club Council shall be vested in the Sport Club Council Executive Board.

II. Powers of the Sport Club Council: all Legislative powers of the Sport Club Council herein granted shall be vested in the Sport Club Council Executive Board. 

A. Enact laws as authorized by this Constitution or as necessary and proper to carry out the Constitutional purposes of the Sport Club Council.
 
B. Make all appropriations of the Sport Club Council in accordance with the provisions as established by Law. 

C. Elect its own officers and establish its own Rules of Procedure.

D. Pass resolutions on subjects that affect or are of concern to the Sport Club Council.

III. Membership: the Sport Club Council shall consist of Representatives elected according to the provisions of their respective clubs and of the non – voting members: the President, the Vice President, the Secretary, the Treasurer, and the Sport Club Council Advisor. 

IV. Committees of the Sport Club Council: the Sport Club Council may establish from time to time such standing and/or temporary committees it deems necessary and proper in order to effectively an efficiently carry out the affairs of the Sport Club Council.

V. Qualifications of a Representative: 

A. A Representative must be a student, which is defined as one who is enrolled at Iowa State University.

B. A Representative must be a member in good standing with the club he/she is representing and maintain a 2.0 cumulative G.P.A. at Iowa State University.

VI. Term of Office: a Representative shall serve on the Sport Club Council until replaced by a new Representative in his/her club.

VII. Responsibilities of a Representative: the Sport Club Council shall establish by Law the responsibilities of all Representatives in fulfillment of their role as participating representatives in the Sport Club Council.

A. A Representative shall represent his/her club at all Sport Club Council meetings.

B. A Representative shall meet all deadlines required by the Sport Club Council.

VIII. Legislative Definitions and Procedures: the Sport Club Council may enact, from time to time, such legislation in the form of Council Bills and Council Resolutions, as the Sport Club Council deems necessary and proper in order to effectively and efficiently carry out the affairs of the Sport Club Council, and fulfill the Constitutional purpose of the Sport Club Council. Such enacted legislation shall assume the power of law. 

A. The Code: the Constitution, Laws, and Executive Orders shall constitute the Code of the Sport Club Council. 

B. Sessions of the Sport Club Council: a regularly schedule meeting of the Sports Club Council shall be held once per month of the fall and spring semester. 

1. Special Sessions of the Sport Club Council: the President shall have the power to call the Sport Club Council into Special Session. 

C. Quorum: a Quorum of the Sport Club Council for the purpose of enacting legislations shall consist of 50% plus one of the seated representatives (total clubs of the SCC). 

D. Legislation: legislation transacted by the Sport Club Council shall become effective when passes by a majority vote of a quorum of the Sport Club Council. 

E. Procedure: basic parliamentary procedures shall be applied to all business meetings according to Robert’s Rule of Order.  

ARTICLE VIII: FINANCES BRANCH

I. Special Allocations: Clubs requesting funding assistance for Athletic Trainer payments or National Tournament registration fees must submit the required form on the Recreation Services website. The Sport Club Council Exec Boad shall vote upon the validity of such requests and will determine the amount each club will receive per request.

II. Disbandment: Upon disbandment of Sport Club Council, all funds and properties in excess of liabilities and expenses of dissolution will be distributed as determined by a majority of officers.

III. Dues: Sport Club Council does not charge dues to its member clubs.


ARTICLE IX: JUDICIAL BRANCH

I. Authority: the judicial authority of the Sport Club Council shall be vested to the Sport Club Council Executive Board. 

II. Powers of the Sport Club Council: all judicial powers of the Sport Club Council herein granted shall be vested in the Sport Club Council Executive Board.
A. Jurisdiction in any case involving a grievance(s) filed by a registered recognized sport club against another registered recognized sport club.
B. Jurisdiction in any case involving a grievance(s) filed by a member of the Sport Club Council.
C. All appeals to decisions of the Judicial Branch shall be made to Recreation Services leadership.

III. Organization of the Judicial Branch: the Judicial Branch shall be comprised of the Sport Club Council Executive Board. 

ARTICLE X: ELECTIONS

I. Nominations: Nominations for positions in the following year’s Sport Club Council Executive Board shall be submitted by members of any sport club annually during the month of April.

II. Nomination Meeting: The Sport Club Council Executive Board will meet to vote on nominations for each of the following year’s Sport Club Council Executive Board positions.

III. Term of Office: the term of office for all officer positions shall be one year, beginning on April 1 and ending on March 31.

ARTICLE XI: ADVISOR

I. Duties: The duties of the advisor are to provide general oversight to the group and to ensure that the organization is complying with the standards set forth by Iowa State University, Recreation Services, and Memorial Union Student Engagement. 

II. Method of Selection: Advisor candidates shall be verbally nominated by officers at a pre-determined officer meeting. A candidate may be elected by a majority vote of officers. Officers will vote through a show of hands. All officers must be present for a vote to occur. Once a candidate is selected, the President will contact the Advisor candidate to offer the position. If the Advisor candidate declines, the officers of the organization will repeat the steps above. 

III. Terms of Service: The Advisor of the organization shall serve at their leisure. 

IV. Impeachment/Removal: The Advisor can be removed from their position by a unanimous vote of clubs at a Sport Club Council meeting. Grounds for removal include, but are not limited to, failure to uphold the responsibilities of the position, use of derogatory language, bullying, harassment, theft, or any other action deemed unacceptable by current Disciplinary Regulations. The Advisor must be notified and given reason for removal at least one week prior to voting. The Advisor will be given the opportunity to speak in front of all Sport Clubs in a Sport Club Council meeting before a final decision is made. The Advisor may speak for 5 minutes, then they must leave the room while voting and deliberation occurs. The Advisor will be notified of the decision via email. 

V. Advisor Replacement: In the event an Advisor must be replaced, the method of selection shall be the same as described in the Method of Selection section above.

ARTICLE XII: OPEN MEETINGS

It is Sport Club Council policy that all meetings of the Executive, Legislative and all Sport Club Council committees, excluding the Judicial Branch, shall be open to any student and the public. This will be in accordance with the Iowa Open Meetings Act as stated in the Current Code of Iowa. 

ARTICLE XIII: AMENDMENTS AND RATIFICATION

· Ratification: This Constitution shall become basic Law of the Sport Club Council the spring semester of 2026 if ratified by 2/3 majority of the seated membership (total clubs of the SCC) of the Sport Club Council. The Constitution must then be submitted to Student Engagement for approval within 10 days of ratification in the Sport Club Council. Upon such ratification and Student Engagement approval, all previous Sport Club Council Constitutions shall be null and void. In the event a constitution is rejected because it does not meet Iowa State University policy and/or constitution requirements, the following may occur. Any changes to bring the constitution into compliance may be made with unanimous approval from the President, Treasurer, and Advisor. Notification of these changes must be communicated at the next SCC meeting.
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