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Student-Athlete Advisory Council Constitution

I.
Purposes

· To provide student-athletes opportunities to more effectively communicate with the Iowa State University Athletic Department administration, coaches, and staff.

· To enable student-athletes to provide the recommendations for the improvement of the student-athlete academic, athletic, and social experiences.

· To actively encourage involvement of student-athletes in campus and community projects.

· To design and implement programs encouraging academic achievement, health promotion, social responsibility, and career development.

· To encourage unity, common purpose, and camaraderie between teams and among all student-athletes.

II.
Membership


The membership shall be comprised of two voting members from each team.  Team Members will be selected by their teammates with coaches’ approval in the spring.  Interested student-athletes should talk to their SAAC representatives about possible future membership.  Members should be selected by team majority vote.  Each member will serve as a liaison between his/her team and the Student-Athlete Advisory Council.  Members will serve for one year beginning each April and shall be eligible for re-election.



There are no dues required for membership.
III.
Qualifications



Minimum qualifications for Student-Athlete Advisory Council membership are:

a) Have a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate, graduate, and professional students, the minimum GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration.
b) Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.

c) Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b)
d) Academic eligibility for the period of the appointment

e) Attendance at each monthly meeting 

f) Commitment to the Student-Athlete Advisory Council  purposes

g) Student Athlete Advisory council will abide by Iowa State University rules and regulations, and State and Federal Laws



Time commitment - Member of Student-Athlete Advisory Council is expected to attend one board meeting each month plus one sub-committee meeting.  In addition, Executive Committee members would have at least one Executive Committee meeting to attend before each council meeting.
IV.
Elections



All Student-Athlete Advisory Council elected positions (Executive Committee) will be selected during the April meeting of the Student-Athlete Advisory Council.  All new members of the Student-Athlete Advisory Council will attend the April meeting along with outgoing members.

V.
Executive Committee



The ISU Student-Athlete Advisory Council Executive Committee shall consist of a President, two President-elects who will serve in the capacity of either Vice President for Community Relations or Vice President for Special Events, Secretary, Treasurer, the Athletic Directors Advisory Board SAAC Representative, and the Athletics Council SAAC Representative.  All executive committee officers are current members of the Student-Athlete Advisory Council elected by the Student-Athlete Advisory Council members.  

A.  Responsibilities of President

· Preside at meetings of Student-Athlete Advisory Council
· Represent Student-Athlete Advisory Council to various groups within the university community (serve as spokesperson for the Student-Athlete Advisory Council)


B.  Responsibilities of President-Elects
· Serve as president when the president is unable to do so

· Prepare agendas for monthly meetings

· Serve in capacity of Vice President, fulfilling all duties as assigned





BI.  Responsibilities of Vice President for Community Relations

· Serve as Community Outreach/Service Committee Chair

· Coordinate all community endeavors presented by Student-Athlete Advisory Council

· Actively work to create new and foster existing relationships with Iowa State University Campus and Ames entities.



BII.  Responsibilities of Vice President for Special Events

· Serve as Special Events Committee Chair

· Work closely with the Cyclone Life Skills to coordinate programs and efforts


C.  Responsibilities of Secretary

· Take minutes at each meeting

· Disseminate information and communication to Student-Athlete Advisory Council members


D.  Responsibilities of Treasurer

· Student-Athlete representative on the Opportunity Fund committee.

· Provide feedback to Student-Athlete Advisory Council on related issues.


E.  Responsibilities of Athletic Directors Advisory Board Representative
· Attend monthly meetings with the Athletic Director as the student-athlete representative.

· Report back to the Council about current events on campus.


F.  Responsibilities of Athletics Council Representative

· Attend monthly meetings with the Athletics Council as the student-athlete representative.

· Report back to the Council about current events on campus.

VI.
Staff Advisor
A member of the staff from Athletic Academic Services shall serve as the Advisor for SAAC. The Advisor shall be elected by the Program Coordinator of Athletic Academic Services and shall serve as Advisor until they give up their position or are replaced as deemed necessary by the Program Coordinator.  


A. Responsibilities of Staff Advisor

· Attend monthly meetings and meet regularly with SAAC Executive Committee to approve community service events and other events

· Awareness and approval of financial expenditures

· Ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and Student Activities Center
VII.
Finances
There are no dues for SAAC. 


A. Campus Organization Accounting Statement 

· All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office). All funds must be deposited within 48 hours after collection. The Adviser to this organization must approve and sign each expenditure before payment.


VIII.
Filling Unexpired Vacancies

A.  Officers



If an officer leaves before the conclusion of his/her term of office, an election to replace the officer will occur at the SAAC meeting immediately following the vacancy.  Each team will have two votes in the election. A SAAC member will be nominated for the position and then elected by majority vote. 

B.
Representatives 

If a representative leaves before the conclusion of his/her term of office, team members from the sport then select a new member with approval of the coach. 

C.  Attendance at SAAC
· Each team is expected to have representatives at every SAAC meeting.  If a member is unable to attend, that member should give prior notice to both the President and Secretary of SAAC.
· If the team has one unexcused absence from a SAAC meeting, the representative will be contacted by the president of SAAC. 
· If the team has two unexcused absences from SAAC meetings, the representative’s coach will be contacted by the SAAC Advisor.

IX.
Standing Committees



Committee chairpersons must be current members of the Student-Athlete Advisory Council and shall be elected by the ISU Student-Athlete Advisory Council members.  Membership on committees is open to all academically eligible student-athletes.  They need not be current Council members to serve on a committee.


A.  Academics

· Recommend and plan programs to enhance academic achievements of student-athletes.  Responsible for developing and implementing the Student-Athlete Career Night and the Scholar-Athlete Recognition Banquet.


B.  Special Events
· Responsible for facilitating all special events sponsored by SAAC.  Standing annual commitments include:  Welcome Back BBQ, Tailgates, and Awards Banquet.

C.  Student-Athlete Life
· Help maintain balance between academics and athletics.  Responsible for working with Cyclone Life Skills to develop programming.

D.
Community Outreach/Service
· Develop and implement educational programs and service projects for the University, Ames and nearby communities.

X.
Amending the Constitution



The constitution may be altered, amended or repealed by the Executive Committee of by any Student-Athlete Advisory Council representative at any regular or special meeting by the vote of 75% of the Student-Athlete Advisory Council representatives.
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