Writer’s Bloc Constitution
Article I. Name
The name of this organization shall be Writer’s Bloc at Iowa State University. 

Article II. Purpose and Goals

Section One: The purpose of Writer’s Bloc is to provide a connection to the arts on Iowa State University’s campus. It aims to enrich its members and the campus community at large through literature and visual artwork. The organization also publishes Sketch, a literary journal, each semester. 

Section Two: “Writer’s Bloc” abides by and supports established Iowa State University policies, State and Federal Laws.

Article III. Membership

Membership shall be open to any registered student of Iowa State University who expresses an interest in the arts. Members are required to attend organization meetings and support the organization’s undertakings. Membership will be revoked if actions are deemed inappropriate by the membership.

Article IV. Officers

Section One: The organization’s officer positions are president, vice president, treasurer,  secretary, and adviser. Each officer must show keen interest in the organization’s advancement and is somehow involved in Sketch, the organization’s publication. 

Section Two: Members interested in becoming an officer must meet academic requirements as established by the Student Organization Recognition Policy. 

Policy.

Section Three: The term of office will be one full academic year, starting with the choosing of officers in August and lasting until the following June.  There is no limit to the number of terms a person may serve in any one office while they are a registered student. 

Section Four: The officers shall meet in addition to regular organization meetings.  The officers shall have additional responsibilities such as recruitment and facilitating organization projects. 

Section Five: The officers of this organization must meet the following requirements:

(a) Have a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum GPA in the

semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters

during the term of office. For undergraduate, graduate, and professional students, the minimum GPA is 2.00. 

In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits must have been taken for the semester under consideration.

(b) Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.

(c) Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b)."

Section Six: 

Duties of officers are as follows: 

1. President

• Preside over all meetings

• Represent organization on campus

• Ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and Student Activities Center

• Maintain communication with organization adviser

• Lead publication of Sketch Literary Journal
2. Vice-president

• Preside over meetings in the absence of the President

• Help lead publication of Sketch Literary Journal
3. Secretary

• Maintain an accurate record of all organization meetings and post for members

4. Treasurer

• Maintain accurate record of organization transactions

• Arrange fundraising opportunities for the organization

• Solicits additional funding if needed from the Student Government Association in conjunction with the President
• Responsible for signing vouchers for publication costs for Sketch
5. Adviser(s)

• Maintain communication and meet with officer(s) regularly

• Awareness and approval of financial expenditures

• Ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and Student Activities Center

See Section 7 for the procedure for appointment of advisers.

Section Seven: 

Officers shall be selected at the beginning of each academic year in equal part by the adviser, undergraduate editor, and graduate editor based on interest in the organization and knowledge in a specific genre area.  Offficers may be removed from office if their actions are deemed inappropriate by the membership. In the event an officer is unable to perform his or her duties, a new officer will be chosen to taken his or her place either by committee of the adviser and editors or by popular vote within the organization. 

The organization’s adviser(s) shall carry over from academic year to academic year, and therefore the position requires no set dates for election or appointment. In the event the current adviser(s) are no longer able to fulfill their duties, an interested member of the English department faculty, preferably with an interest in creative writing, shall be chosen by popular vote by the organization’s members to fill the position.  

Article V. Finances 

Section One: Finances will be handled in accordance with decisions made by members of the organization regarding advertisement, publishing costs, meeting expenses, etc.  No dues are collected for this organization. 
Section Two: All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office). All funds must be deposited within 48 hours after collection. The Adviser to this organization must approve and sign each expenditure before payment.
Section Three: The Treasurer is responsible for signing vouchers for publication costs for Sketch.

Article VI. Amendments & Ratification 

Suggested amendments to the organization’s constitution should be addressed at a regular meeting.  The change will be discussed on and voted on by the membership. If the majority of the membership as well as the officers agree to the changes, the amended constitution will be submitted within 10 days to Student Activities Center for approval.

