Constitution

Article I:  Name

The name of this organization shall be the ISU Student Chapter of the National Association for Interpretation (NAI).

Article II:  Purpose and Goals

Section One:  This organization shall function as the student voice for interpretation at ISU.  It will give students experiences in natural, cultural, and historical interpretation that contributes to their becoming professional interpreters.

Section Two:  The Student Chapter of NAI abides by and supports established Iowa State University policies, state and federal laws.

Article III:  Membership

Membership shall be open to all students registered at Iowa State University, whether at the undergraduate or graduate level.  Members will attend organization meetings, pay dues as required, and actively support projects taken on by the membership.  Members are encouraged to join the National Association for Interpretation and attend state, regional, and national workshops and conferences.

Article IV:  Officers

Section One:  Officers shall 
(a) Have a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate, graduate, and professional students, the minimum GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration. 
(b) Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time(six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.

(c) Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b)."
Section Two:  Officers shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  The Secretary and Treasurer can be combined into a single office by a simple majority vote of the members present when officers are elected each year.

Section Three:  Officers shall be student members of the National Association for Interpretation at the time of their election or in the month following their election.

Section Four:  Officers shall be elected late in the spring semester of each year and shall serve one-year terms.  Re-election shall be possible in the same or other office for no more than two additional years.  Election shall be made by a simple majority of the members present at that meeting. 

Section Five:  Duties of the President shall include presiding at all meetings of the organization, leadership of club at club functions, representing the club at college or university-wide club functions, and enthusiastic support of interpretation in the college and university.  The Vice-President shall serve the duties of President when s/he cannot, including all those stated above.  In addition, the Vice-President will serve as the primary organizer of programs for the club.  The Secretary shall maintain accurate record of membership, an accurate record of club functions, and correspond as necessary with the departments, colleges, and university and other organizations.  The Treasurer shall maintain accurate records of the financial transactions of the organization, collect, deposit, and record dues of members, develop the organization budget, in cooperation with the rest of the Officers, and get it approved by the membership, signs vouchers with the club’s advisor.  In addition, the Treasurer solicits funds from departmental, student government, and other sources, as necessary.

Section Six: The replacement of a vacant position will elected upon by a two-thirds vote of the dues paying members, after a hearing from the candidate.  In case of vacancy of the president (due to early graduation, etc.), the vice president will take on the role of presidency, and a new vice presidential candidate will be elected.  

Section Seven:  An elected officer can be removed from office for reasons pertaining to dereliction of duties (as outlined above), inappropriate or illegal behavior that besmirches the reputation of the organization, or not maintaining enrolled student status.  A two-thirds vote of the general membership shall be necessary for such removal or the officer may resign on their own volition.

Article V.  Advisor(s)
Section One:  The Faculty Advisor for this club shall be a faculty or P & S person in a department that is relevant to the field of interpretation.  Duties include maintaining communication and meeting with officers regularly, approval of club expenditures, and making certain the club is operating in accordance with university rules and state and federal laws.

Section Two:  Upon electing an advisor the club shall nominate from the faculty or P&S staff in the department, a candidate which they feel best represent the clubs values and fundamental goals.  Upon election of a candidate, the club’s officers will take the nominee to the department chair for approval and will seek the department’s election of the candidate.  If the department feels the candidate unfit, a departmental committee of faculty and staff will then seek their own candidate for election.

Section Three:  The duration of the advisory role will be for the duration of the advisors’ tenure with the university.  An advisor can be removed from office for reasons pertaining to dereliction of duties (as outlined above), inappropriate or illegal behavior that besmirches the reputation of the organization.  A two-thirds vote of the general membership shall be necessary, in addition to removal vote from the department chair for such removal.  The advisor may remove him/her self by their own volition.   

Article V.  Finances

Section One:  The organization shall establish reasonable dues that must be paid by all members to participate in club functions.  The maximum amount collect for dues from paying members shall be set at $10.00 for the school year or $5.00 for a semester.  Dues must be paid to the elected treasurer no later than one month into the new term.  

Section Two:  All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office.  All funds must be deposited within 24 hours after collection.  The Advisor to this organization must approve and sign each expenditure before payment.

Section Three:  Should this organization dissolve, all remained monies in the account, if any, shall be dispersed into the scholarship account of the Department of Natural Resource Ecology and Management at ISU.

Article VI.  Amendments and Ratification

Section One:  Amendments to this Constitution may be made annually at a meeting so-designated at least one month in advance as a “Constitutional Amendment Meeting”.  Amendments must be submitted in writing, at least a month prior to announcement and be approved for consideration by a majority of the paid membership.  Adoption of such amendments shall be by a 2/3 majority of the paid membership.

Section Two:  Amendments and Ratifications to the above Constitution will and must be submitted within 10 days of their creation to the Student Activities Center (SAC) for final approval. 

Approval:

This Constitution of the ISU Student Chapter of the National Association for Interpretation was voted on and approved by the membership at the meeting of the membership on May 2, 2005.

Signed by: 
Jessica Lancial, President



Jared McGovern, Vice-President​​​​​​​​



Tonya Ward, Secretary__________________________________


Jodi Ahrenkiel, Treasurer


                        Rebecca Burch, Webmaster
                        

Witnessed:
James L. Pease, Advisor


