
BLF HALL COUNCIL CONSTITUTION

PREAMBLE

We, the residents of Barton, Lyon, and Freeman Halls, in order to form a more effective student government, to ensure adequate representation for each resident, to promote individual self-development, to secure an environment which stimulates intellectual success as well as social and recreational interaction, to give all residents an opportunity to serve the University and Ames communities through organized service activities, and to provide each resident an effective voice in the University community do hereby establish this constitution of the Barton-Lyon-Freeman Hall Council. 

Article 1: Name
A. The name of the organization shall be Barton-Lyon-Freeman Hall Council, and hereafter referenced as BLF Hall Council.  BLF Hall Council shall be affiliated with IRHA, the Department of Residence, and Iowa State University.  At no time shall this constitution or BLF Hall Council make procedures that are contrary to an affiliated organization’s constitution/by-laws or are unsupportive of the Department of Residence Policy Handbook or Terms and Conditions. 

ARTICLE II: Purpose
A. BLF Hall Council exists to serve the interests of the residents of Barton, Lyon, and Freeman Halls.
B. BLF Hall Council abides by and supports established Iowa State University policies, as well as State and Federal Laws. 

ARTICLE III: Statement of Compliance

A. BLF Hall Council abides by and supports established Iowa State University policies, State and Federal Law, and follows local ordinances and regulations. BLF Hall Council agrees to annually complete President’s Training, Treasurers training and Adviser Training.

ARTICLE IV: Non-Discrimination Statement:

A. Iowa State University and BLF Hall Council do not discriminate on the basis of genetic information, pregnancy, physical or mental disability, race, ethnicity, sex, color, religion, national origin, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or status as a U.S Veteran.
ARTICLE V: Membership
A. Membership shall be open to all registered students in good standing at Iowa State University.
B. There shall be three divisions of membership within the BLF Hall Council.
1. Voting Members of BLF Hall Council
a. These members shall be the elected house presidents of BLF.

b. These members shall be the only voting members of BLF Hall Council
c. The duties of these members are to attend or be represented at Hall Council meetings, and to support organization projects.  
d. If a voting member is not represented at a Hall Council meeting and has not given prior notice, then they shall be considered to have an unexcused absence.  A voting member shall be allotted no more than 3 unexcused absences per semester.  
e. If a voting member exhibits general disregard of his or her duties, the other voting members may by a unanimous decision remove his or her voting privileges until the end of the semester or earlier as seen fit.
2. Officers of the Executive Board
3. Adviser – the Hall Director of BLF- this individual shall assume the responsibilities as advisor in conjunction with their position at the university, in lieu of election procedures. 
C. The Cabinet Members of Barton-Lyon-Freeman Hall Council must meet the following requirements:
1. Have a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum cumulative GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate students, the minimum GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration.
2. Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.
3. Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b)."
D. Terms of Office
1. For the Presidency, the election is held at the end of the spring semester.
2. All other Cabinet Positions are elected in the first three weeks of the fall semester.  
3. The terms of office begin the first day of the fall semester (or election date) to the last day of the spring semester.
E. Presidential and Vice Presidential Elections
1. The hall council presidential and vice presidential candidates will by default run as a slate unless this is decided against by a two thirds majority vote from the council.
a.  Any changes to the election procedure must take place at least three (3) weeks before the elections take place.
b.  Elections shall conclude before the last IRHA meeting of the year.
ARTICLE VI: Risk Management:

A. The role of the risk management officer is to (a) help minimize potential risk for club activities, (b) recommend risk management policies or procedures to BLF Hall Council, (C) to submit documentation to ISU’s Risk Management Office and (d) to ensure that Iowa State University policies are followed at all of the organization’s events and to ensure that proper waivers and background checks are on file with Risk Management for events.

ARTICLE VII: Officers

A. There shall be a President.
1. Who shall be the chief administrator and official representative of BLF
2. Who shall attend Hall Council meetings

3. Who shall assume all duties specified by the Hall Council
4. Who shall, upon departing office, prepare a written report for the successor

5. Who shall, in the last quarter of each academic year, be elected by means of a secret ballot in which all residents of BLF are eligible to vote
6. Or else, upon both the offices of President and Vice-President being vacant at some point within the academic year, be elected by a secret ballot open to all residents of BLF
7. Whose term of office under normal circumstances shall begin at the last Hall Council meeting of the year
B. There shall be a Vice-President.

1. Who shall preside over Hall Council meetings and coordinate communication between the three divisions of Hall Council membership
2. Who shall be elected on the same ticket as the president or else be appointed by the President and confirmed by a majority vote of Hall Council
3. Who shall assume the office of President if it becomes vacant

4. Vice President is the Risk Management Officer

C. There shall be a Treasurer.

1. Who shall attend Hall Council meetings

2. Who shall prepare a yearly budget
3. Who shall ensure that all bills incurred by BLF Hall Council are paid

4. Who shall distribute funds as authorized by the Hall Council

5. Who shall be appointed by the President and confirmed by a majority vote of Hall Council

D. There shall be at least one Social Chair.

1. Who shall attend Hall Council meetings

2. Who shall direct and organize all programming activities.
3. Who shall be appointed by the President and confirmed by a majority vote of Hall Council

E. There shall be a Secretary.

1. Who shall record, publish, and distribute the minutes of Hall Council meetings

2. Who shall maintain all records and files of Hall Council

3. Who shall be appointed by the President and confirmed by a majority vote of Hall Council


F. The officers of this organization must meet established requirements.

1. Have a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum cumulative GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate students, the minimum GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration.  

2. Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least 

a. Half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits 
are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.  

3. Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in VII.F.1 and VII.F.2

4. May not hold any other position on Hall Council.

G. Officers shall be members of BLF Hall Council until resignation, impeachment, or 

the end of the academic year.

1. Upon resignation, the member must officially resign at the meeting and state their reasons for resignation. Baring extenuating circumstances, they must coordinate with the BLF president and/or BLF vice president to determine how their duties will be fulfilled until a replacement is found. 

H. Officers may be impeached by a five-sixths vote of Hall Council.
I. If an officer or adviser is removed the replacement procedure is the same as the election procedure described in Article VII.  It shall take place at the first meeting following the removal of the previous officer/adviser.  
ARICLE VIII: Adviser

A. There shall be an Adviser

1. Who shall maintain communication and meet with officer(s) regularly. 

2. Who shall consistently monitor and be aware of all financial transactions. 

3. Who shall attend all meetings convened by the Hall Council. 

4. Who shall ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University, the Student Activities Center, and the Department of Residence.
ARTICLE IX: Finances
A. All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office). All funds must be deposited within 24 hours after a collection. The Adviser to this organization must approve and sign each expenditure before payment.
B. Dues shall be collected by the Inter-Residence Hall Association and re-distributed to BLF Hall Council. They will consist of $10.00 per resident according to the occupancy for the community on the 10th day of the academic year. 
C. Additional dues may be collected on a voluntary basis, but shall not exceed $10.00 per resident. 

D. The BLF Hall Council will supply up to $50 per year for cleaning supplies for the BLF kitchen.
ARTICLE X: Amendments and Ratification

A. Amendments to this Constitution require a two-thirds vote of Hall Council.

B. Ratification of a new Constitution requires unanimous approval of Hall Council. 
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