Constitution

American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
Last Updated: December 29, 2008 by Leah Smith (2008-09 President)

Article I Name

The name of this organization is: American Society of Mechanical Engineers.  The organization is frequently referred to by the acronym ‘ASME’.

• Article II Purpose & Goals

Section One: The Iowa State University student chapter of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers provides its members with services and information that are advantageous in the development of a career in the field of mechanical engineering.  These services include professional events with engineering companies, faculty interaction, scholarships, design projects, and leadership opportunities.  The Iowa State student chapter is affiliated with the larger American Society of Mechanical Engineers International organization.

Section Two: The American Society of Mechanical Engineers abides by and supports established Iowa State University policies, State and Federal Laws.
• Article III Membership

Membership in the American Society of Mechanical Engineers organization shall be open to all registered students at Iowa State University. Iowa State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, sex, marital status, disability or status as a U.S. Veteran.  Membership registration for the Iowa State chapter of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers is automatically completed once one registers with the International organization of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers at www.asme.org and specifies Iowa State University as the educational institution that he/she is attending.  Membership within the American Society of Mechanical Engineers is available to anyone; therefore, any Iowa State University student can join the Iowa State chapter of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers.  

As a member of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers Iowa State student chapter, one is required and expected to attend meetings regularly, renew membership as needed, and actively support the American Society of Mechanical Engineers and its interests.  The Iowa State chapter is unable to revoke membership status as it is not in direct control of Society membership.
• Article IV Officers

All elected officers to the Iowa State student chapter of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers are considered a part of the organization’s executive council, or cabinet.  Any current member of the Iowa State student chapter is technically eligible for cabinet membership.

Election to office is typically completed at the end of the spring semester at Iowa State University, and those elected assume their roles immediately or as arranged with the current cabinet group.  Elections take place at a general meeting open to all Iowa State American Society of Mechanical Engineers members.  The general election process is typically subject to the discretion of the current cabinet but generally requires nominations which are approved with a majority vote of all members present.  The current cabinet will discuss and agree upon the election process each year prior to elections.  All terms of office are assumed to be for one full year upon election unless specially arranged for a different length of time.  All offices are open to reelection at the annual election event, regardless of the length of the term of the current officer.  Appointments to office not during the election period are subject to the discretion of the cabinet but typically only require cabinet approval if the position is only sought by one member.  

The adviser is selected by the Central Iowa Section of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers and is not related to executive council elections.

The officers of this organization must meet the following requirements:

(a) Have a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum cumulative

GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and

semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate students, the minimum GPA is 2.00. In order for this

provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under

consideration.

(b) Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an

undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the

term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are

required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their

term of office.

(c) Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b)."

The officers of this organization will be replaced by the following procedure:

(a) Be nominated at a general meeting

(b) Be voted in at a general meeting and meet officer eligibility requirements

Officer Removal:

(a) An officer will be removed from office if he or she does not meet officer eligibility requirements

(b) If an officer fails to attend two cabinet meeting without valid excuses

Advisor Election Procedure:

(a) The advisor will be elected at the end of the spring term along with the new student sections officers at the last general meeting of the semester

Officer Duties (minimum)

1. President

a. Preside over all meetings, whether executive or general

b. Represent the American Society of Mechanical Engineers on campus

c. Ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with standards set forth by Iowa State University and the Student Activities Center

d. Maintain communication with organization adviser

2. Vice-president

a. Preside over meetings in the absence of the President

b. Assist the President with administrative needs and decisions

3. Secretary

a. Maintain an accurate record of all organization meetings and make available to members

b. Keep an archive of all records to make available to the organization’s historical records

4. Treasurer

a. Maintain accurate record or organization transactions

b. Develop budget for organization

c. Cosign organization checks along with the Adviser

d. Assist in fundraising opportunities for the organization

e. Solicit funding from campus or College of Engineering organizations

f. Maintain finances for projects

5. Adviser

a. Maintain communication and meet with officers regularly

b. Review and approve financial expenditures

c. Ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with standards set forth by Iowa State University and the Student Activities Center

6. Professional events coordinator

a. Organize and hold events with companies of interest to mechanical engineers at Iowa State

b. Work with Treasurer to finance events

c. Acquire financial sponsorship from companies

7. Webmaster

a. Maintain the organization websites

b. Update group rosters for email lists

8. Publicity

a. Produce communication to provide information to members

9. Recruitment and outreach

a. Observe and maintain membership levels

b. Actively recruit students each year, particularly during the beginning of the academic year

10. Fundraising

a. Raise money for organization interests

b. Work with Treasurer to spend and deposit funds as needed

11. Floaters

a. Help out on cabinet as needed and where needed

b. Lead special projects as needed

12. Project leader

a. Assume full leadership of an organization project (such as the Human Powered Vehicle Team)

b. Report to cabinet meetings with informational updates

Terms for officer removal are not agreed upon at this time and must be considered by the adviser and current cabinet at an executive meeting to come.

• Article V. Finances

No dues are paid directly to the Iowa State student chapter of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers.  Membership dues are paid to the American Society of Mechanical Engineers International organization and are then allocated to the student chapter.

All organization finances are under the responsibility of the Treasurer.  The organization maintains an account with the Campus Organizations office and must follow their rules and procedures

All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office). All funds must be deposited within 24 hours after collection.  The Adviser to this organizatio must approve and sign each expediture before payment
• Article VI. Amendments & Ratification

This constitution may be amended and subsequently ratified at any time, with the unanimous approval of the President, Vice President, and Treasurer and with a simple majority of the membership, not counting abstainers. Members will be given one week to consider amendments. Ratified amendments to this Constitution must be submitted to the Student Activities Center within ten (10) days.
