Constitution of

Cyclone Bible Fellowship
STATEMENT OF NEED:


Recognizing (1) the genuine interest of students for answers and counseling in the realm of spiritual matters; (2) the desire among Christians on campus for fellowship, prayer, and Bible study; (3) the need for a link with the local church commanded in the New Testament -- this constitutes the need for an on-campus organization such as Cyclone Bible Fellowship.

PURPOSE:


The purpose of this group is to be a witness to the salvation available through Christ Jesus and to encourage spiritual growth and an understanding of the historic Christian faith through Bible study, fellowship, and counseling.  Cyclone Bible Fellowship is a ministry of Campus Baptist Church.

PREAMBLE:


Believing in the first amendment of the United States Constitution, which states, "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof . . .", this organization wishes to go on record as realizing that the particular beliefs held are not necessarily endorsed or supported by any public institution such as the Iowa State University.  CBF will abide by Iowa State University rules and regulations, state and federal laws.    
NAME:


The name of this organization shall be CYCLONE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP (CBF) at Iowa State University. 

MEMBERSHIP:


Believing that all persons are made in the image of God (though that image is now distorted by sin), that all are of infinite value to God and are loved by Him, and that Christ died for the sins of all mankind, our fellowship and its meetings and activities are open to all students, faculty and staff at Iowa State University regardless of race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, sex, marital status, disability or status as a U.S. (delete Vietnam Era)  Veteran. The members of this organization shall be comprised of those who participate regularly in the ministry of CBF and of Campus Baptist Church. Membership shall be comprised of at least 80% ISU students. 

VOTING MEMBERS:


Voting members shall be those student and non-student members who attend at least three (3) regularly scheduled Monday through Saturday CBF events during the semester and at lease five (5) Sunday events at Campus Baptist Church, 57011 US Hwy. 30, Ames, IA, during the semester. During the spring semester, the attendance standards must be attained before March 15, if the member desires to vote in the election of officers.   


Membership and voting membership may be revoked by majority vote of the officers plus a two-thirds vote of the voting membership (excluding the accused) for actions deemed inappropriate by the officers and voting membership. Members and voting members shall have the right to present a defense before the officers during an investigation phase and before the voting members when the motion to remove the member or voting member is presented to the voting members at a special meeting. Notice in writing generally describing the offense shall be given the accused at least 3 days before the date set for presenting the defense before the officers and at least 3 days before presenting the defense before the voting members at a special meeting. 

COMMITTEES/LEADERS:


Section 1:  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE/OFFICERS


This committee shall consist of the President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.   The Executive Committee shall be accountable to the Minister of Students and Deacons of Campus Baptist Church, and shall be responsible to coordinate all activities of the Cyclone Bible Fellowship, and to assist the President in appointing and supervising committees. The students filling these offices must know Christ Jesus as their personal Savior and be in sincere agreement with the Articles of Faith within this constitution. They must be a member or student member of Campus Baptist Church.  The President and Vice-President must be male. The term of office is from May 1 of the school year elected to April 30 of the next school year or until their successors take office.  Vacated offices, except that of President, shall be filled by appointment by a quorum (3) of officers, upon the recommendation of the Deacons and acceptance by the CBF members. 


The officers of this organization must meet the following requirements:



a. Have a minimum cumulative grade point ratio (GPA) as stated below and meet that minimum GPA in the semester immediately prior to the election/appointment, the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term of office. For undergraduate students, the minimum cumulative GPA is 2.00. In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration. 



b. Be in good standing with the university and enrolled: at least half time (six or more credit hours). If an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.



c. Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in (a) and (b).

 The duties of these offices are as follows:


A.
President:  The President shall be the official representative to all.  He will preside over all meetings, be responsible for announcements and University recognition procedures, and may appoint special committees after consultation with the Executive Committee.  The President is an ex-officio member of all committees.


B.
Vice-President:  The Vice-President will act as general aid to the President and as President in the event of his absence. The Vice-President will take the office of President if it becomes vacant.  


C.
Secretary:  The Secretary will keep the minutes of all Executive Committee meetings and will keep a record of any official CBF activity which should contain a description of the type of function, its date, location, attendance, and cost, and other pertinent information.  The Secretary will make available all minutes and records to CBF, the Board of Deacons of Campus Baptist Church, and Iowa State University.


D.
Treasurer:  The Treasurer will assist the College Minister in keeping all financial records and handling the funds of CBF.  The Treasurer will make available all records to CBF, the Deacons of Campus Baptist Church, and Iowa State University to the extent requested.


Section 2:  ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Business meetings will be held in February and March for the purpose of nominating and electing the officers of the Executive Committee for the following year.  The term of office shall be one year.  The Nominating Committee will be selected in February by majority vote of the Executive Committee.  Written nominations will also be solicited from the floor at this time.  The names of two qualified candidates receiving the greatest and second-greatest number of nominations along with any nominations made by the nominating committee, excluding themselves, will be submitted to the Deacons of Campus Baptist Church for approval.  Upon approval by the Deacons and acceptance by the nominees, the nominating committee will present a ballot.  In March the election of CBF officers will be held by secret ballot and by majority vote of the members present. 

Section 3:  REMOVAL OF OFFICERS

Officers may be removed from office by majority vote of the other officers and by majority vote of the general membership if actions are deemed inappropriate by the membership.  The officer is permitted to speak before the Executive Committee and the general membership about the charges made concerning his/her performance.  The officer is not permitted to participate in the deliberation of the Executive Committee regarding the charges.


Section 4: SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Special committees may be appointed when needed by the President after consultation with the Executive Committee.

Section 5:  ADVISOR

CBF shall have an Advisor in compliance with the guidelines for ISU student groups.  An Advisor will be selected and appointed by majority vote of the Executive Committee for a term of one year from June 1 to May 31 (or make the term the same as that of officers).  This person will be chosen based on their ability to meet ISU guidelines and their general interest in the purpose and progress of CBF. A person may be removed from the position of Advisor by a two-thirds vote of the Executive Committee without cause. 

The duties of the Advisor are as follows.  Maintain communication with the general flow of CBF events and activities.  Meet with someone from the Executive Committee for regular updates.  Receive a copy of the minutes from Executive meetings.  Maintain an awareness and approval of financial expenditures.  Ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and the Student Activities Center.

MEETINGS:


Section 1:  REGULAR MEETINGS


The regular meetings of CBF will be held weekly during the academic year at a time and place to be announced.  Regular meetings are open to all.


Section 2:  EXECUTIVE MEETINGS


The Executive Committee will meet regularly as decided by the officers to meet the needs of CBF throughout the school term.  Executive Committee meetings are open to all, except when the Executive Committee is investigating a request to remove a member from membership. 


Section 3:  BUSINESS MEETINGS


Business meetings will be held in February and March for the purpose of nominating and electing the officers of the Executive Committee for the following year.  


Section 4:  SPECIAL MEETINGS


Special CBF meetings may be called by the President, the Executive Committee, or upon the written request of ten members.  The purpose of the meeting must be stated in the call.

QUORUM:


A quorum of CBF is ten voting members.  A quorum of the Executive Committee is three officers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:


Except in an emergency, both business and special meetings should be announced in two regular meetings and two Sunday School classes. Special meetings of the voting members called to consider the removal of a member from membership shall be given in one regular meeting and one Sunday morning CBF Bible study immediately before the special meeting called to consider the removal of a member. 

FINANCES:


Section 1. MONIES RAISED ON CAMPUS


All monies raised through on-campus fund raising shall be deposited and disbursed through our account at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office. All funds must be deposited within 24 hours after collection or on the next business day after collection. The Adviser to this organization must approve and sign each expenditure before payment. 


Section 2:  DUES


There are no special assessments or dues in this group.


Section 3:  MINISTRY EXPENSES


Campus Baptist Church maintains the ministry of CBF at no expense to the member.

AMENDMENTS:


Any member may propose an amendment to this Constitution in writing to the Secretary.  Such amendments will be read in a regular meeting of the fellowship by the Secretary, who, given a second to the proposed amendment, is responsible to present it to the Executive Committee for approval.  If the amendment is approved by the Executive Committee, the President will present it to the Deacons for approval.  If approved, it will be announced in a Sunday morning CBF Bible study and presented to CBF in a regular meeting where a two-thirds majority of the voting members present and voting will amend this Constitution.

ADOPTION:

This constitution will be adopted upon receiving a two-thirds vote of the existing qualified voting members.

ARTICLES OF FAITH

Cyclone Bible Fellowship


1.
We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as verbally inspired of God, and inerrant in the original writing, and that they are of supreme and final authority in faith and life (II Timothy 3:16,17).


2.
We believe in one God, eternally existing in three persons:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:16,17; John 10:30).


3.
We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit, and born of Mary, a virgin, and is true God and true man (Luke 1:26-38).


4.
We believe that man was created in the image of God, that God made them male and female, that man sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death, but also that spiritual death which is separation from God; and that all human beings are born with a sinful nature, and, in the case of those who reach the age of moral responsibility, are sinners in thought, word, and deed (Genesis 1:26,27; Psalm 51:5; Romans 5:12-21).


5.
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures as a representative and substitutionary sacrifice, and that all who believe in Him are justified on the ground of His shed blood (I Peter 2:24; Ephesians 1:7).


6.
We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body of our Lord, in His ascension into heaven, and in His present life there as High Priest and Advocate (John 20:27; Acts 1:10; Hebrews 2:17; I John 2:1).


7.
We believe in 'that blessed hope,' the personal, premillennial, pretribulational and imminent return of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, when the Church will be 'gathered together unto Him' (Titus 2:13).


8.
We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit and thereby become children of God (John 1:12).


9.
We believe in the 'Eternal Security' of the believer; that it is impossible for one born into the family of God ever to be lost (John 10:28,29).


10.
We believe in the bodily resurrection of the saved and the lost, the everlasting blessedness of the saved, and the everlasting punishment of the lost (Revelation 20:4-6,11-15).


11.
We believe that the Scriptural ordinances of the church are Baptism and the Lord's Supper, and are to be administered by the local church.  Baptism, by immersion, should be administered to believers only as a symbol of their belief in the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and as a testimony to the world of that belief and of their death, burial and resurrection with Him.  The Lord's Supper should be partaken of by believers only to show forth His death, till He come (Matthew 28:19; I Corinthians 11:2,26).

